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Section II: Big Business and Labor
The Gilded Age: A Nation Transformed & An Age of Extremes

“As we view the achievement of aggregated (totaled) capital, we discover the existence of trusts,
combinations and monopolies, while the citizen is struggling far in the rear or is trampled to death beneath
an iron heel. Corporations, which should be the carefully restrained creatures of the law and servants of
that people are fast becoming the people’s masters.”

~President Grover Cleveland, 1888 -

Reflect:
What is President Cleveland describing in this quote? What is the “iron
heel?’

Overview: :

In our previous unit, we explored the settlement of the American West during the 1800’s
until the US Government declared the frontier officially closed in 1890. What was
happening to the rest of the nation during this time period? There were profound
changes that transformed the United States from an agrarian country to one of the
leading industrial powers in the world. In 1880, for the first time in United States history,
farmers were no longer the majority of working Americans. (That is why the traditional
descriptions of typical American as a farmer doesn’t make sense to us today!) America’s
future became tied to its development as an industrial society. As President Cleveland
noted in the above quote, such a shift was not without its difficulties. The Gilded Age, as
this time period is called, was know for it extremes in behavior and wealth. The nation
searched for it identity among the swirl of differing forces. ‘

Essential Questions:

°*  What qualities make this era the “Gilded Age”?

*  What is the relationship between the federal government, business
and citizens during this period?

*  What factors fueled the growth of the post Civil War economy and
allowed for the emergence of monopolies?

*  Why was there a need for government regulation in industry?

* The Great industrialist: Robber Barons or Captains of Industry?

 How did ideas of Social Darwinism and the Gospel of Wealthy defend
the disparities in wealth in the United States?

76



2inv _, .._}9283. A People S tistom of-Hae

11

ROBBER BARONS
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the year 1877, the signals were given for the rest of the ceritury: the
ck would be put back; the strikes of white workets would not be tol-
ted; the industrial and political elites of North and South would take
6ld of the country and organize the greatest march of economic
gwth in human history. They would do it with the aidrof, arid at the
vense of, black labor, white labor, Chinese labor, European immigrant
mﬁmow, female labor, rewarding them differently by race, sex, national ori-
and social class, in such a way as to ereate separate levels of oppres-
ston—a skillful terracing to stabilize the pyramid of wealth.

il

ol

%%memgmm: the Civil War and 1900, steam and electricity replaced
Hiifnan muscle, iron replaced wood, and steel replaced iron (before the
LBEssemer process, iron was hardened into steel at'the rate of 3 to § tons
day; now the same amount could be ptocessed in 15 miinutes).

t homes, streets, factories. People and goods could move by railroad,
@w%& by steam along steel rails; by 1900 there-were 193,000 miles of
road. “The telephone, the typewriter, and " the adding machine
ded up the work of business. 4

Kachines changed farming. Before the Civil War it took 61 hotirs of
jor to produce an acre of wheat. By 1900, it took 3 tours, 19 minutes.
anufactured ice enabled the transport of food over long distances, and
ndustry of meatpacking was born. S :
team drove textile mill spindles; it drove sewing machines. It came
t coal. Pneumatic drills now drilled deeper into the edrth for coal. In
0, 14 million tons of coal were mined; by 1884 it was 100 million
More coal meant more steel, becatise coal furnaces converted iron

hines could now drive steel tools. Oil could libricate machines and-

11



3
A wmowﬁm S HISTORY OF THE UNITED STATES ROBBER w»PNOZ.m AND waMHm

B ..u‘

254

Hu»QmOmSHn& in ,Z m_unmmw» moEm ~west. It had béen given

into steel; @ 1880 a million tons of steel were being produced; v&«
n wowmm of Jand and $27. millioncin government:bonds. It

25 million tons. By now electricity was beginning to replace
Electrical wire needed copper, of which 30,000 tons were pr eat m the. Onmn:a gogbmn ooBmub% and gavethem*$94 million for

1880; 500,000 tons by 1910. : bmndomob when the actual cost was $44 million. Shares were sold
To accomplish all this required ingenious inventors of new pr nmmw, Wm%d\ to Oobmqmmmﬁob to. prevent investigation. This was at:.the sug-

and new machines, clever organizers and administrators of the n
porations, a country rich with land and minerals, and a huge mc@
human beings to do the back-breaking, unhealthful, and dan,

work. Immigrants would come from Europe and Ogﬁm to Bmw

1d mﬁmnﬂOH of Onw&n gogboﬁ who mw& “There is no: difficulty
g m 1 to ﬂoow affer their own property.” The Union Pacific
sed twn ba\ umwbm éowrQ.mllimn yeterans and Irish imimigrants, who

bid m ‘miles of t mow a amw and died 3\ the EE&&EE nwm heat, the cold,

new railroad rates would move to the cides. Between 1860 an
New York grew from 850,000 to 4 million, Chicago from 110
2 million, Philadelphia from 650,000 to 1%2 million.

In some cases the inventor himself became the organizer of
nesses—like Thomas Edison, inventor of electrical devices. In:
cases, the businessman compiled other people’s - invention
Gustavus Swift, a Chicago butcher who put together the ice-cool
way car with the ice-cooled warehouse to make the first nationa

- packing company in 1885. James Duke used a new cigarett
machine that could roll, paste, and cut tubes of tobacco into I

ih' by theft. w< the HmoOm Bo&mfo.m the. country’s HB?B% mileage was
ficénitrated in six rﬁmw systems. Four of these were completely or par-
controlled v% the House of gonm,P and two oﬁronm _u% nra bankers

Loeb, and Comi ipany.

“LF

\w
cigarettes a ‘day; in 1890 he combined the four biggest cigarette p o4 Hu Zme Wma mnmwﬁmm before the éwp as Eo son of a vwhwﬁ. who

an selling mﬂoowm. for'the railroads’ moH. good commissions. Duting the
“War he vocmrn five thousand rifles for. $3.50, each from an army
thial, and sold them to a general in ﬁrn field for.$22 each. The rifles
- defective and would shoot off the thumbs of the soldiers using
."A congressional committee noted this in the. small print of an
ure report, but a federal judge upheld the'deal as the fulfillment of-a
legal contract.
organ had escaped military service in the Civil War by paying $300
substitute. So did John D. Rockefeller, Andrew Carnegie, Philip
tr, Jay Gould, and James Mellon. Mellon’s father had written to
that “a man may be a wmn.:un .si&oﬁn risking his own life or
g his rm&% There aze:pl

ers to form the American Tobacco Company.

While some multimillionaires started in poverty, most did £
study of the origins of 303 textile, railroad, and steel executives ¥
1870s showed that 90 percent came from middle- or upper-class
lies. The Horatio Alger stories of “rags to riches” were true fo
men, but mostly a myth, and a useful myth for-control,

Most of the fortune building was done legally, with the collabora
the government and the courts. Sometimes the collaboration ha
paid for. Thomas Edison promised New Jersey politicians $1, 000 &
return for favorable legislation. Daniel Drew and Jay Gould spent
lion to bribe the New York legislature to legalize their issue of $8
“watered stock” (stock not representing real value) on the Erie W.» Hmm

The fifst transcontinental railroad was built with blood, sweit
tics and thievery, oit of the meeting of the Union Pacific and G

. Pacific railroads. The Central Pacific started on the West Coast
east; it spent $200,000 in ﬁ\.mmEbm\BD on bribes to get 9 million

>

pvernment confract to float a bond 4 mmmnm of 5260 million. The
hetits dould. have sold the Honds mw.oomﬁ it chose. to pay the
$5 million in commission.

% anuary 2, 1889, as Gustavus Myers H.m@onm.

iteircular marked “Private m:m Oobm%bn&s was _mmaoa 3 the three
g houses of Drexel, goam»b & Company, wuosa Brothers &

.

of $36 million, to a construction 89@&% which HQE% was its 0 WL
construction was done by three thousand Irish and ten
Chinese, over a period of four years, working for one or two dol

estion gmmmmﬁ&ammnﬁ OosmwmmmEmb QOakes Ames, a shovel manufac-

fices by vmbwmnm €ro Smbﬂmn_ Bonm mSwEnﬁ.lvmomn 3» FS Hmnrmn .
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Company, and Kidder, Peabody & Company. The most painstaking care W One independent refiner said: “If we did not sell out. ... we would
exercised that this document should not find its way into the press or othg} . be crushed out. . . . There was only one buyer on.the market and we Had
wise become public. . . . Why this fear? Because the circular was an invitati . to sell at their terms.” Memos like this one passed among Standard Oil
... to the m.nammmwmmnowm magnates to assemble at Morgan’s house, No. 2  officials: “Wilkerson & Co. received car of oil Monday 13th. . . . Please
Madison Avenue, there to form, in the phrase of the day, an iron-clad comngly - tutn another screw.” A rival refinery in Buffalo was rocked by a small
nation. . . . a comnpact which would efface competition among certain rall : explosion arranged by Standard Oil officials with the refinery’s chief
roads, and unite thosé interests in an agreement by which the people of; mechanic. K N .

United States would be bled even more effectively than before.

The Standard Oil Company, by 1899, was a holding company which
controlled the stock of many other' companies. The capital was $110
million, the profit was $45 million a yeat, and John D. Rockefeller’s for-
tune was estimated at $200 million. Before long he would move into
iron, copper, coal, shipping, and banking (Chase Manhattan Bank).
Profits would be $81 million a year, and the Rockefeller fortune would
total two billion dollars. c .

Andrew Carnegie was a telegraph clerk at seventeeh, then secretary
o the head of the Pennsylvania Railroad, then broker in Wall Streer
elling railroad bonds for huge commissions, and was soon a millionaire.
e went to London in 1872, saw the new Bessemer method of produc-
ng steel, and returned to the United States to build a million-dollar
eel plant, Foreign competition was kept out by a high tariff conve-
hiently set by Congress, and by 1880 Carnegie was producing 10,000
‘ons of steel a month, making $1%2 million a year in profit. By 1900 he
Was making $40 million a year, and that year, at a dinner party, he agreed
- sell his steel company to J. P. Morgan. He scribbled the price on a
te: $492,000,000. :

. Morgan then formed the U.S. Steel Corporation, combining
Carnegie’s corporation with others. He sold stocks and bonds for
300,000,000 (about 400 milljon more than the combined worth of
companies) and took a fee of 150 million for arranging the consoli-
ition. How could dividends be paid to all those stockholders and bond-
llders? By making sure Congress passed tariffs keeping out foreign
éel; by closing off competition and maintaining the price at $28 a ton;
v workitlg 200,000 men twelve hours a ddiy for wages that barely
t their farhilies alive. .

{2ind so it went, in industry after industry—shrewd, efficient busi-
men building empires, choking out comipetition, maintaining high
es, keeping wages low, using government subsidies. These industries
the first beneficiaries of the “welfare state.” By the turn of the cen-
American Telephone and Telegraph had a monopoly of the nation’s
bhone system, International Harvestér made 85 percent of all farm

hinery, and in every other industry resources became concentrated,

There was a human cost to this exciting story of financial ingenu:
That year, ‘1889, records of the Interstate Commerce Commiss
showed that 22,000 railroad workers were killed or injured.
In 1895 the gold reserve of the United States was g.mEnﬁo.P W
twenty-six New York City banks had $129 million in gold in their va
A syndicate of bankers headed by J. P. Morgan & Company, Au
Belmont & Company, the National City mms,F and oﬁrm.nm offereg
give the government gold in exchange for bonds. President Gr :
Cleveland agreed. The bankers immediately resold the bonds at highe
prices, making 518 million profit. 4
A journalist wrote: “If a man wants to buy beef, he must go
butcher. . . . If Mr. Cleveland wants much gold, he must go to th
banker.” . .
While making his fortune, Morgan brought rationality and oH.mmE
tion to the national economy. He kept the system stable. He said:
do not want financial convulsions and have one thing one dg
another thing another day.” He linked railroads to one another.
them to banks, banks to insurance companies. By 1900, he conts
100,000 miles-of railroad, half the country’s mileage. ;
Three insurdice companies dominated by the ZOamwa grou
billion dollars in assets. They had $50 million a year to invest;
given by ordinary people for their insurance policies. Louis B
describirig this in his book Other People’s Money (before he
Supreme Court!justice), wrote: *“They control ..ﬁrm wmomw.m threy
eople’s own money.” , - .
i .%ors, D. Wooﬁw%mzmw started as a vooﬁﬁnmaﬂ in O_n<o§na.,
merchant, accumulated money, and decided that, in the new 1n
oil, who controlled the oil refineries controlled the industry.
his first oil refinery in 1862, and by 1870 set up mﬂwbmm& O:
of Ohio, made secret agreements with railroads to m.r:u his oil
if they gave him rebates—discounts—on their prices, and thy
competitors out of business.

ROBBER BARONS AND REBELS Hm
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) Name:
{ Date:
Class:
“Robber Ba.rons and Rebe]s” A People’s History of the Umted States
- Howard Zmn, 1999

Ploase m&d pages 255—258 ofaln,s chapter and a.nsWsr tzbe following :
quesmon thoug:htmlly As you. a,rereadmg please tzhmk about; 1fZinn nght;
lzave a bjas oran a.genda L : . -

1. Wha.t exa.mples does Zinn promde of the changmg Amerlcan
environment, between the Civil War and 1900% (253)

. How was all this development accomplished? (Rb4)

3. What was the result of fraud in the buﬂding of the transcontmental .
railroad? (255)

4 How did J.P. Morgan bring rationahty/orgamzation to the national o
economy?(256)
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8. What did John D. Rockefeller realize about oil? What didhe doasa - O
result? (256-25%) o .,

6. How was the govern‘meﬁt involved in the growth of these industries (JP
Morgan, Rocksfeller, Carneige)? (855-35%) . ‘

. Describe the cycle Ziﬁn lays out at the bottom of pg 257, { ‘,,5’

H P R B ’,‘ ':.'*‘.'1"‘,1,-‘
Lid v or i s Ene s - A T

8. What does it mean to have a monopoly on something?
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A young boy, perhaps an orphan, .
makes his perilous way through life
on the rough streets of the ity by
selling newspapers or-peddling
matches. One day, his energy and vde—
termination catches the eye of a
wealthy man, who gives him a chance
to improve himself. Through honcsty,
charm, hard work, and. aggressxveness
the boy rises in the world to become
a successful man.

That, in a nutshell, is the story that
Horatio Alger presented to his vast
public in novel after novel—over 100
of them in all—for over forty years.
During his lifetime, according to
rough estimates, Americans bought
over 100 million copies of his novels.
After his death in 1899, his books
(and others written in his name) con-
rinued to sell at an astonishing rate.
Even today, when the books them-
selves are largely forgotten, the name
Horatio Alger has come to represent
the idea of individual advancement
through (in a phrase Alger coined)
“pluck and luck”

Alger was born in 1832 into a
middle-class New England family, at-
tended Harvard, and spent a short
time as a Unitarian minister. He him-
self never experienced the hardships
he later chronicled. In the mid-1850s,

he turned to writing stories and books,

and continued to do so for the rest of
his life. His most famous novel, Ragged
Dick, was published in 1868; but there
were many others that were almost
identical to it: Tom, the Bootblack;
Sink or Swim, Jed, the Poorbouse Boy;
Phil, the Fiddler; Andy Grant’s Pluck.
Most of his books were aimed at
young people, and almost all of them
were fables of a young man’s rise
“from rags to riches”The purpose of
his writing, he claimed, was twofold.
He wanted to “exert a salutary influ-
ence upon the class of whom [I] was
writing, by setting before them inspir-
ing examples of what energy, ambi-

A NEWSBOY’S STORY Alger's novels were
even more popular after his death in 1899
than they had been in his lifetime. This reprint
of one of his many “rags-to-riches” stories—
about the rise of a New York newsboy to
wealth and success—includes in the
background a rendering of the “Met Life
Building,” an early skyscrapers built in 1909.

tion, and an honest purpose may
achieve” He also wanted to show his
largely middle-class readers “the life
and experiences of the friendless and
vagrant children to be found in all our
cities.” .

But Alger’s intentions probably had
little to do with the success of his
books. Most Americans of the late nine-
teenth and early twentieth centuries
were attracted to Alger because his sto-
ries helped them to believe in one of
the most cherished of all their national
myths: that it is possible for individuals
to rise in the world with willpower and

- hard work, that anyone can become a

“selfmade man."That belief was all the
more important in the late nineteenth

- moral qualities of his heroes; their g

'many of ‘his readers 1gnorcd the mo
‘message and clung -simply to the i

century when the rise of large-scale
corporate industrialization was makmg
it increasingly difficult for individug
to control their own fates:

Alger placed great emphasis-on th,

cess was a reward for their virtue. B

of sudden and dramatic success. Afsy
the author’s death, his publishers
sponded to that yearning by abridging
many of Alger’s works to eliminate thy
parts of his stories where the heroes (¢
good deeds. Instead, they emphasized
the success of Alger’s heroes in risin
in the world.
Alger himself had very mixed fee
ings about the new industrial order he
described. His books were meant to'ré
veal not just the opportunities for ad
vancement it sometimes created, bu
also its cruelty. That was one rcason:r
that in almost all his books, his hero
triumphed not just because of their-
own virtues or efforts, but because ¢
some amazing stroke of luck.To Alge;
at least, the modern age did not guar.
antee success through hard work
alone; there had to be some providen-
tial assistance as well. Over time, hof
ever,Alger’s admirers came to ignore
his-own misgivings about industrialis
and to portray his books purely as cel
ebrations of (and justifications for)
laissez-faire capitalism and the
accumulation of wealth. :
An example of the transformatio
of Alger into a symbol of individual
achievement is the Horatio Alger
Award, established in 1947 by the
American Schools and Colleges Assoct
ation to honor “living individuals who
by their own efforts had pulled the
selves up by their bootstraps in the
American tradjtion” Among its recipt
ents have been Presidents Dwight D.
Eisenhower and Ronald Reagan, Evan-
gelist Billy Graham, and Supreme Court
Justice Clarence Thomas
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: the path by which agricultural and industrial
s developed. When a raiiroad line ran through
‘ » popuiated region, new farms and other eco-
tivity quickly sprang up along the route. When
1 ‘forests, lumberers came quickly in its wake
n felling timber to send back to towns and
sale. When it moved through the great plains
st, it brought buffalo hunters who nearly exter-
he great herds of bison and, later, helped trans-
e into the region and carry western meat back
cities. Because Chicago was the principal rail-
of the central United States, it also became the
ere railroads brought livestock, making the city
hterhouse of the nation. Everywhere the rail-
t, the economic, social, and physical landscape
untry changed as a result.
ds even altered concepts of time. Until the
ere was no standard method of keeping time
community to another. In most places, the posi-
e sun determined the time, which meant that
ere set differently even between relatively
wns. This created great difficulties for railroads,
:re trying to set schedules for the entire nation.
nber 18, 1883, the railroad companies, working
agreed to create four time zones across the con-
«<h an hour apart from its closest neighbor,
notuatil 1918 did the federal government make
€ zones standard for all purposes, the action by
ads very quickly solidified the idea of “standard
sugh most of the United States.
decade in the late nineteenth century, total rail-
wage increased dramaticaily: from 30,000 miles in

1860 to 52,000 miles in 1870, to-
93,000 in 1880, to 163,000 in
1890, and to 193,000 b)' 1900.

Rapid Expac

chveen 1870 and 1890, mu
mic growth in these j

" For an interactive ve
Equally important was the emergence of great

combinations that brought most of the nation’s rails
the control of a very few men. Many railroad comtgg}
tions continued to be dominated by individual
achievements (and excesses) of these tycoons—Co
Vanderbilt, James J. Hill, Collis P Huntington, and othe
became symbols to much of the nation of great econg
power concentrated in individual hands. But railro
development was less significant for the individual ba
it created than for its contribution to the growth of a-{ic¥:
institution: the modern corporation.

tisider the purchasc
!f}they were not the
Hose stock they wer
appealing was

The Corporation

There had been various forms of corporations in Asi
since colonial times, but the modern corporation emeige!
as a major force only after the Civil War, when rzulL,i
magnates and other industrialists realized that no § Bl
person or group of limited partners, no matte
wealthy, could finance their great ventures.

sier 0 1873 opened
Under the faws of i mcotporauon passed in many sl

900 hc domtinated

t out rivals who
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EConiginic growth in these years?

";_OADS, 1870-1890 This map illustrates the rapid expansion of milroads in the late pineteenth century.
(gr‘k of rail lines in the Northeast and Middle West, {liustrated here by the red lines. The green lines show th
gen 1870 and 1890, much of it in the South and the areas west of the Mississippi River. + Wiy were raily

In 1870, there was already a dense
e further expansion of il coverage
oads so essential to the nation’s

Lonsider the purchase of stock a good investment even
ey, were not themselves involved in the business
d Stfz%stock they were purchasing. What made the prac-
dppealing was that investors had only “limited
liability"—that is, they risked
i only the amount of their invest-
2l ;;\%ey were not liable for any debts the corporation
B}ﬁﬁgggfummate beyond that. The ability to sell stock to
ddipublic made it possible for entrepreneurs to
=St sums of capital and undertake great projects.
‘%{}nsﬂv&rﬁa Railroad and others were among the
: ‘gbpt the new corporate form of organization.
IUickly spread beyond the railroad industry. In steel,
Gt -the central figure was Andrew
gt Carnegie, a Scottish immigrant
tked is way up from modest beginnings
&7 opened his own steelworks in Pittsburgh.-
2 'R{Ilmated the industry. His methods were
: ‘.@GST%?SC Of other industrial titans. He cut costs
: 0\;':’21 ?tnkmg deals with the rilroads and then
s who could not compete with him. With
?%Hmry Clay Frick, he bought up coal mines

T

f x“‘fg"ﬁ‘
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r-an interactive version of this map ga to www.mhhe.com/brinkley12chi7maps

and leased pait of the Mesabi iron range in Minnesota,

operated a fleet of ‘ore ships on the Great Lakes, and
acquired railroads. Ultimately, Carnegie controlled the
processing of his steel from mine to market. He
financed his undertakings not only out of his own prof-
its but out of the sale of stock. Then, in 1901, he sold
out_for $450 million to the banker J. Pierpont Morgan,
who merged the Carnegie interests with others to create

the giant United States Steel Corporation—a $1.4 biﬂiqﬁ

enterprise that controlled almost two-thirds DI tie
steel production. T T
There were similar developments in other industries,
Gustavus Swift developed a relatively -small Chicago
meatpacking company iato a great national corporation,
in part because of profits he earned selling to the mili-
tary in the Civil War. 5aac Singer patented a sewing
machine in 1851 and created L M. Singer and Company,
one of the first modern manufacturing corporations.
Many ‘of the corporate organizations developed a
new approach to management. Large, national business
enterprises needed more systematic . administrative
structures than the limited, local ventures of the past.

i
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Carnegle was one of a refatively small number of
great industrialists of the late nineteenth centuey who genuinely rose
“from rags to riches” Born in Scotland, he came to the United States in
1848, at the age of thirteen, and soon found work 45 messengerin 2
Pitisburgh telegraph office. His skill in learning to transcribe telegraphic
messages (he becanie one of the first telegraphers in the country able
10 take messages by sound) brought him to the attention of a

ailroad official, and before he was twenty, € iad begun
st ranks of industey.After the Civil War,he shifted
his attention to the growing iron industey; in 1873 be invested all his
assets in the development of the first Amecican steet mills. Two decades
later he was one of the wealthiest men in the world. In 1901 he
abruptly resigned from his businesses and spent the remaining years of
his life as a philanthcopist. By the time of his death in 1919, he had given
away some $350 million. (Culver Pictures, mc.)

ANDREW CARNEGIE

Pennsylvania R
fis ascent to the highe:

As a result, corporate leaders
introduced a set of managerial
techniques—the genesis  of

modern business administration—that relied on the
nsibilitics. a carefully designed hierar-

odern cost-accounting procedures, and

New Managerial
Techniques

division_of res
chy of control, m

86

JOHN D. ROCKEFELLER Rockefeller's Standard
perhaps the largest and most po
nineteenth century, aud Rockefe!
wealthiest and most controversial men. (Culu

Oil company became’
werful monopoly in Americain the late
lier himself became one of the nation’s
er Pictures. ic.)

perhaps above all a new breed of business executive

the “middle manager;’ who formed a layer of command
between workers and Owners. Beginning in the railroa
corporations, these new management techniques moves
quickly iato virtually every area of large-scale industry’
Efficient administrative capabilities helped make poss
ble another major feature of the modern corporatio

consolidation.

Consolidating Corporate America
Businessmen created large, consolidated or:
primarily through two methods. One was
integration”—the cpmbmmg ofa Horizontal and Vel
Tamber of firms engaged in the Integrath
same enterprise into 2 single cor- o
poration. The consolidation of many different
lines into one company was an example.
method, which became popular in the 1890s, was X
cal integration” —the taking over of all the different
esses on which a company relied for its primary functio®
(as in the case of Carnegie Stech. )

ganizations'd
“horizontd



e most celebnted corporate empnre of the l‘ltC
; eat -combination crcnted through both honzontal .
- and vertical integration, Shortly

launched a refining company in

; “Klljing hifself-withrother-wealthy-eapital-
fhe proceeded methodically to buy out competing
eries. In 1870, he formed the Standard Oil Company
o0: within 2 few years it had acquired twenty of the
five - reﬁncncs in Clevelard, as_ wcll as plants in

ttaburgh, Phil aepa NCW YOIK, and
kefeller had axpanded only honzonmlly But soof1 he
expanding vertically z as well. He built his own bar-
[Ifactories, terminal warehouses, and " pipelines. Stan-
0il owned its own freight cars and developed its
marketing organization. By the 1880s, Rockefeller
W@ established such dominance within the petroleum
try that to much of the nation he served as the
”ding symbol of monopoly. He controlled access to 90
rccnt of the refined oil in the United States.

ckefeller and other mdustrlajxsts saw consolidation

vmced that substantial competition could spell instabil-
d ruin for all. A succcssful enterprlse many capi-

ew vehicles emerged to facilitate it. The railroads began
aking so-called pool arrangements.—informal agree-
flents among various companies to stabilize rates and
iilivide markets (arrangements that would in later years
be known as cartels). But the pools did not work very
well. If even a few firms in an industry were unwilling
cooperite (as'was almost always the case), the pool
arrangements collapsed.

he Trust-and the Holding Company

=, Thc fafture of the pools led to new techniques of con-
Solidation resting less on cooperation than on central-
ized control. At first, the most successful. such tech-
nique was the creation of the “trust”——pioneered by
tandard Oil in the early 1880s and perfected by the
banker J. P Morgan. Over time, the word “trust” became
504 term for any great economic combination. But the trust
as in fact a particular kind of organization. Under a
st agreement, stockholders in individual cogporations
nsferred their stocks to a small group of trustees in
exchange for shares in the trust

ust Agreement
s itself. Owners of trust certificates

87

after the Civil Wat, Rockefeller '
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J. PIERPONT MORGAN This arresting 1903 porteait by the great
photographer Alfred Steichen captures something of the intimidating
power of J. Pierpont Morgan, the most powerful financier in America.
This photograph Is sométimes known as the “dagger portrait, because
Morgan appears to be holding a kaife in his left hand. In fact, the shiny
object is the arm of his chair. (The Museum of Modern Art/Licensed by
SCALA/Art Resource, NY)

often had no direct control over the decisions of the
trustees; they simply received a share of the profits of
the combination. The trustees themseives, on the other
hand, might literally own only a few companies but
could exercise effective control over many.

In 1889, the state of New Jersey helped produce a
third form of consolidation by changing its laws of incor-
poration to permit companies actually to buy up other
companies. Other states soon followed. That made the

trust unnecessary and. permitted actual corporate merg- |

ers. Rockefeller, for example, quickly relocated Standard
Oil to New Jersey and created there what became
known as a “holding company”’—a central corporate
body that would buy up the stock of various members
of the Standard Oil trust and establish direct, formal own-
ership of the corporations in the trust.

By the end of the nineteenth century, as a result of
corporate consolidation, 1 percent of the corporations in
America were able to control
more than 33 percent of the
manufacturing. A system of eco-
nomic organization was emergmg that lodged enormous
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power in the hands of a very few men: the great bankers
of New York such . P Morgan, industrial titans such as
_m}"sqlf gaivied ‘control of ‘4 major

Whether or not this relentless concentration of eco-
nomic power was the only way or the best way to pro-
mote industrial expansion became ‘4 major source of
debate in America. But it is clear that, whatever else they’
may have done, the industrial giants of the era were
vesponsible for substantial economic growth. They were
integrating operations, cutling . tosts, creating a great
industrial infrastructure, stimuliting new markets, creat-
ing jobs for.a vast new pool of unskilled workers, and

opening the way to largescale mass progqucton. They
were also creating the basis for some of the greatest pub-

lic controversies of their era. ]
#£ STOPE

Rk

RN

CAPITALISM

tise of big

ITS CRITICS

siness was not without its crit-
ics. Farmers and workefs saw in the growth of the new
orporate power c;néfs a threat to notions of a repub-
lican society in whiich wealth and authority were widely
distributed. Mid@le-class critics pointed to the corruption
that the ney industrial titans seemed t oduce in their

own enterprises and in local, stat€, and nafonal politics.
The grgwing criticisms ,chﬂﬂe/n’;cd the capghins of industry
to defend the new Corporate economy/ to convince the
pyblic (and-t emselves) that it was{/:ompatible with the
i o7 of individualism and equal opportunity that had
long been central to the Amerjcan selfimage.

The “Self-Made Mdn”

The rationale for modern capitalism rested squarely on
the older idcology/of individualism. The new industrial

“MODERN COLOSSUS OF (RAIL) ROADS” G
known as the *Commodore,” accumutated one ¢
fortunes by consolidating seveml large railroad ¢
control in the 1860s, His name became 7 synon;
enormous wealth, but also (in the eyes of many
corporate power—as suggested in this cartoon

econormy, its de;f./nders argued, was not reducing opporL- astride his empire and manipulating its pats. ¢

tunities for {iﬁdividual advancement, p,unffﬁldixxg .
them. It wag’providing every individual with a chance to,
succeed ghd attain great wealtli. rd

There was an element of truth in such claims, bupfﬁﬂy
a small ane, | Refote the Civil War there had been o mil-
lionaires in AllleriC}( by 1892
there were more-"than 4,000.
-——— Some were in/fa/ct what almost
all millionaires claimed to be: “self-pfade men” Atdrew
Carnegie had worked as a bobbi{(boy in a Pittsburgh
cotton mill; John D. Rockefellcy’fmd begun as a clerk in

Myth of the Self-Made
Man

Cornelius Vanderbilt expressed the a
porate tycoons with his belligerent «
care about the faw? Haint T got the
son William, with his oft-quoted state
damned.” Industrialists made lacge fir
to politicians, political parties, and go
exchange-for.assistance_ and support.
not, politicians tesponded as they ho
Standard Oil did everything to the Of

a Cleveland commission houSe; E. H. Harriman, a great __ repottedly said:“Mr. Speaker, I move v
raitroad tycoon, had begug/as a broker’s office bo Bt Pennsylvany‘ tlroad has more bus

most of the nmew businéss tycoons had begtin their
careers from positions qff wealth and_privilege.

Nor was their rise to~power-dfid prominence always
a result simply of hard work and ingenuity, as they liked
to claim. It was also a result of ruthlessness, arrogance,

refine it. A :ﬁ;er of the Pepnsylv

act” Duringsthe notorious “Erie Wa
Cornelius”Vanderbilt battled Jay Go
cont o‘l/of the Erie Railroad, both
gﬁered favish bribes to membess of
Alegislature. The market price of legisl

and, at times, rampant corruption. The railroad magnate (;\was $15,000 a head. One enterprisic
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Comer the Market |
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/amex /rockefellers/sfeature/sf_2 .html
OBJECT:
Congratulations! Due to your reputation as a ruthless and skilled negotiator, you
have been selected a$ |.D. Rockefeller's business manager. .D.R, has hired you to
create a monopoly for Standard Oil by purchasing all your competitors' companies.

But your task isn't easy —to win you must gain control of 1009 of oil production.
~Good Luckd |

DETAILS:

* Your allotted working capital is $100,000,

* At the start of the game, your company contro|s 24% of productlon

* To learn about a company, open its file,

* You can make an offer on a company from Wlthm the profile or by selecting

“make an offer’” on the main screen.

- » You have THREE chances to make an acceptable bid for a company. Aﬁer the
3" underbid, the company will no longer accept any offers and you must
start over!

* You can select from 5 different tactics to lower a company's seIImg prlce
Depending on which tactic you chose, it can decrease the selling price
anywhere from 10% to 40%,

* You can use each tactic only once, so make your selections carefully. Use the
profile information to help you make your decisions,
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How Big Businessmen Justified Their Acts

One of the imporiant books of the ninefeenth century was Charles
Darwin's The Origin of Species. This work described all life as a struggle
in which only the fittest individuals managed to survive. The result was a
process of natural selection of the best specimens and a gradual evolu-
tion of creatures info more successful organisms. This view of animals
fighting each other for a limited food supply had a great impact op the
thinking of nineteenth-century businessmen.

Today we do not approve of John D. Rockefeller's forcing his com-
petitors out of business by getting secret rebates from the railroad.
In his day, however, businessmen ‘saw -this activity asa part of the
natural struggle for survival. The world.of‘bbsiness waos like the jungle:
if a man did not fight, he would be crushed. Only . the strongest or
swiftest stayed alive — or in the case of businessmen ——pnly' the shrewd-
est or foughest ended up millionaires. it is important fo understand this
point of view in order fo see the post-Civil ‘War years in clear per-
spective. It explains how the Rockefellers, the Carnegies, the Morgans,
and the Vanderbilts could put fagether their economic empires ruthlessly
but with clear consciences.

In the following brief selections we have quoted two statements
arguing this position. The first is from Andrew Carnegie's “The Gospel of
Weahth" {1889). Carnegie began as a Scoftish immigrant and rose ‘o be
a fabulously wealthy steel manufactyrer. ’

BREEETUECVLEVERERREYT

Tsae price which society pays for the law of competition, like
the price it pays for cheap comforts and luxuries, is also great; but
the advantages of this law are also greater still, for it is to this
law that we owe our wonderful material development,, which
beimgs improved conditions in its train, But, whether the ‘i;;w be
benmign or not, we must say of it, as.we say of the change in the

conditions of men to which we have referred: It is here; we can-
not evade it; no substitutes for it have been found; and while the
law may be sometimes hard for the individual, it is best ez the

race, because it insures the survival of the fittest in every de-

partment. We accept and welcome, therefore, as conditions to

~ which we must accommodate ourselves, great inequality of en-
vironment, the concentration of business, industrial and commer-
cial, in the hands of a few, and the law of competition between
"these, as being not only beneficial, but essential for the future
progress of the race. Having accepted these, it follows that there
must be great scope for the cxercise.of special ability in the mer-
chant and in the manufacturer who has to conduct affairs upon a
great scale. ®%¢¥
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The next statement is by William Graham Sumner, a prof’essmv of
economics at Yale, who wrote about 1880:

CTURECEYVTVEELTRRUYBRT

-PRIVATE property . . . produces inequalities between men. The
struggle tor existence is aimed against nature, It is from her nig-
gardly hand that we have to wrest the satisfactions for our meeds
but our fellow-men are our competitors for the meager supplyj
Competition, therefore, is a law of nature. Nature is entirely neu-
tral; she submits to him who most energetically and resolutely
assails her. She grants her rewards to the fittest, therefore, without
regard to other considerations of any kind. If, then, there be lib-
erty, men get from her just in proportion to their works, and their
having and enjoying are just in proportion to their being and their
doing. Such is the system, of nature. If we do not like it, and if
we try to amend it, there is only one way in which we can do
it. We can take from the better and give to the worse. We can
deflect the penalties of those who have done ill and throw them
on those who have done better, We can take the rewards from
those who have done better and give them to those who have
done worse. We shall thus lessen the inequalities. We shall favor
the survival of the unfittest, and we shall accomplish this by de-
stroying liberty. Let it be understood that we cannot go outside
of this alternative: liberty, inequality, survival of the fittest; not-
liberty, equality, survival of the unfittest. The former carries

society forward and favors all its best members; the latter carries
society downwards and favors all its worst members. €%



REPRODUCTION PAGE 26

A FEW VERY WEALTHY PEOPLE

- John J. Ingalls, U.S. senator from Kansas, gave the following speech to the Senate, January
14, 1891:

There are in the Umted States two hundred persons  who have. an aggregate of more than
$20,000,000 each. . .. Four hundred persons possess $10, 000 000 each, 1,000 persons
$5,000; 000 each, 2 000 petsons $2,500,000 each, 6,000 persoris $1, 000 000 each,and - . . '
15,000 persons $500 000 eacti, making a total of 31 ,000:people’ who possess $36, 250 000,000,

Mr President, it isthe most appalhng statement that ever fell upon moral ears. It is, so far
as the results of democracy as asocial and political experiment are concerned, the most
terriblé commentary that ever was recorded in the book of time. .

Our population is 62, 500,000 and by some means. .. less than 2 two thousandth part of
our population have obtamed possessmn, and have kept out of the peniteniary in spite of the
means they have adopted to acquire it, of more than one half of the entire accumulated wealth
of the country.

It has been chiefly acquired by men who have contributed little to the material welfare of
the country, {but] ... by the wrecking of the fortunes of innocent men, women, and children;
by jugglery, by b00k keepmg, by financiering, by . . . speculations, —and this process is going
on with frightful and constanty accelerating rapidity.

‘What conditions exist? .| Whyis this a problem?

What is the cause of the What are some possible -

problem? . solutions?

If nothing is done, what will happen? What solution do you recommend?
- What are the likely consequences?

Copyright © 1979 by Allyn and Bacon, Inc. Reproductlon of this material is restricted to
use with A Guidebook for Teaching U.S. History: Mid- Nlneteenth Century to the Present, .
by Tedd Levy and Donna Collins Krasnow.
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Modermn History Sourcebook: Andrew Carnegie: Gospel of Wealth http://www.fordham .edu/halsall/mod/1889carnegie.html
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Back to Modern History SourceBook

Modern History Sourcebook:
Andrew Carnegie:
The Gospel of Wealth, 1889

Andrew Carnegie (18351919) was a massively successful business man - his wealth was based on the
provision of iron and steel to the railways, but also a man who recalled his radical roots in Scotland
before his immigration to the United States. To resolve what might seem to be contradictions between
the creation of wealth, which he saw as proceeding from immutable social laws, and social provision
he came up with the notion of the "gospel of wealth". He lived up o his word, and gave away his
fortune to socially beneficial projects, most famously by funding libraries. His approval of death taxes
might surprise modern billionaires!

The problem of our age is the administration of wealth, so that the ties of brotherhood may still bind
together the rich and poor in harmonious relationship. The conditions of human life have not only
been changed, but revolutionized, within the past few hundred years. In former days there was little
difference between the dwelling, dress, food, and environment of the chief and those of his retainers. .
.. The contrast between the palace of the millionaire and the cottage of the laborer with us today
measures the change which has come with civilization. ‘

This change, however, is not to be deplored, but welcomed as highly beneficial. It is well, nay,
essential for the progress of the race, that the houses of some should be homes for all that is highest
and best in literature and the arts, and for all the refinements of civilization, rather than that none
should be so. Much better this great irregularity than universal squalor. Without wealth there can be
no Maecenas [Note: a rich Roman patron of the arts]. The "good old times" were not good old times .
Neither master nor servant was as well situated then as to day. A relapse to old conditions would be
disastrous to both-not the least so to him who serves-and would sweep away civilization with it....

We start, then, with a condition of affairs under which the best interests of the race are promoted, but
which inevitably gives wealth to the few. Thus far, accepting conditions as they exist, the situation can
be surveyed and pronounced good. The question then arises-and, if the foregoing be correct, it is the
only question with which we have to deal-What is the proper mode of administering wealth after the
laws upon which civilization is founded have thrown it into the hands of the few? And it is of this
great question that I believe I offer the true solution. It will be understood that fortunes are here
spoken of;, not moderate sums saved by many years of effort, the returns from which are required for
the comfortable maintenance and education of families. This is not wealth, but only competence,
which it should be the aim of all to acquire.

There are but three modes in which surplus wealth can be disposed of. It can be left to the families of
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the decedents; or it can be bequeathed for public purposes; or, finally, it can be administered during
their lives by its possessors. Under the first and second modes most of the wealth of the world that has
reached the few has hitherto been applied. Let us in turn consider each of these modes. The first is the
most injudicious. In monarchial countries, the estates and the greatest portion of the wealth are left to -
the first son, that the vanity of the parent may be gratified by the thought that his name and title are to
descend to succeeding generations unimpaired. The condition of this class in Europe today teaches the
futility of such hopes or ambitions. The successors have become impoverished through their follies or
from the fall in the value of land.... Why should men leave great fortunes to their children? If this is
done from affection, is it not misguided affection? Observation teaches that, generally speaking, it is
not well for the children that they should be so burdened. Neither is it well for the state. Beyond
providing for the wife and daughters moderate sources of income, and very moderate allowances
indeed, if any, for the sons, men may well hesitate, for it is no longer questionable that great sums
bequeathed oftener work more for the injury than for the good of the recipients. Wise men will soon
conclude that, for the best interests of the members of their families and of the state, such bequests are
an improper use of their means.

As to the second mode, that of leaving wealth at death for public uses, it may be said that this is only a
means for the disposal of wealth, provided a man is content to wait until he is dead before it becomes
of much good in the world.... The cases are not few in which the real object sought by the testator is
not attained, nor are they few in which his real wishes are thwarted....

The growing disposition to tax more and more heavily large estates left at death is a cheering
indication of the growth of a salutary change in public opinion.... Of all forms of taxation, this seems
the wisest. Men who continue hoarding great sums all their lives, the proper use of which for public
ends would work good to the community, should be made to feel that the community, in the form of
the state, cannot thus be deprived of its proper share. By taxing estates heavily at death, the state
marks its condemnation of the selfish millionaire's unworthy life.

... This policy would work powerfully to induce the rich man to attend to the administration of
wealth during his life, which is the end that society should always have in view, as being that by far
most fruitful for the people....

There remains, then, only one mode of using great fortunes: but in this way we have the true antidote
for the temporary unequal distribution of wealth, the reconciliation of the rich and the poor-a reign of
harmony-another ideal, differing, indeed from that of the Communist in requiring only the further
evolution of existing conditions, not the total overthrow of our civilization. It is founded upon the
present most intense individualism, and the race is prepared to put it in practice by degrees whenever
it pleases. Under its sway we shall have an ideal state, in which the surplus wealth of the few will
become, in the best sense, the property of the many, because administered for the common good, and
this wealth, passing through the hands of the few, can be made a much more potent force for the
elevation of our race than if it had been distributed in small sums to the people themselves. Even the
poorest can be made to see this, and to agree that great sums gathered by some of their fellowcitizens
and spent for public purposes, from which the masses reap the principal benefit, are more valuable to
them than if scattered among them through the course of many years in trifling amounts.
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This, then, is held to be the duty of the man of Wealth: First, to set an example of modest,
unostentatious living, shunning display or extravagance; to provide moderately for the legitimate
wants of those dependent upon him; and after doing so to consider all surplus revenues which come to
him simply as trust funds, which he is called upon to administer, and strictly bound as a matter of duty
to administer in the manner which, in his judgment, is best calculated to produce the most beneficial
result for the community-the man of wealth thus becoming the sole agent and trustee for his poorer
brethren, bringing to their service his superior wisdom, experience, and ability‘to administer-doing for
them better than they would or could do for themselves.

Andrew Camegie, "Wealth," North American Review, 148, no. 391 (June 1889): 653, 65762.

This text is part of the Internet Modern History Sourcebook. The Sourcebook is a collection of public
domain and copy-permitted texts for introductory level classes in modern European and World
history.

Unless otherwise indicated the specific electronic form of the document is copyright. Permission is
granted for electronic copying, distribution in print form for educational purposes and personal use. If
you do reduplicate the document, indicate the source. No permission is granted for commercial use of
the Sourcebook.

(c)Paul Halsall Aug 1997
halsall@murray fordham
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Labor Organization in the Gilded Age
Handout E

Task:

You will be assigned one of the below labor unions. You will be conducting
outside research to gain knowledge on your assigned union or movement to be
used in class. You will get the information from the Junior Thesis Wiki.

Junior Thesis Wiki URL:
http://whsresearch.wikispaces.com/Junior+Thesis#tac5

National Labor Union

Knights of Labor

American Federation of Labor
Industrial Workers of the World

Ll adl e

1. Each group is required to get at least three different sources from two
different databases under the heading “resources for background information”
and at least two different sources under the heading “primary sources.”

(For a total of 5 sources/group)

2. Read and annotate your sources and bring them with you to class.

97



PIToM
371 JO SIOYIOM
[ernsnpuy

Ioqe]
Jo uoneIapay
UeOLIdury

zoqe]
Jo s1gSrayy

wonI)

Joqery [euoneN

OO

seop| A9y

3ansLy Aoy

BOE()

25y popIrD Y1 jo suoyu() Joqe]

98



Name .

VS22
6@( g4y / Tdi\evi
The Richest Man in the World: Andrew Camegle

- WGBH: The American Experience

L. Carnegie saw the promise. of America realized in:

2. How did workers feel about this vision? -

. 10 How did Herry Glay Frick handle the strike of workers in his coke plant?

3. What was Andrew Camegie’s published position on the 'n"ghts of labor?

4, What wés the view of his partner, Henry Clay Frick?

5. Camegie's views on fabor were put to the test at his Edgar Thomson Works. Why?

6. How did Carnegie résolve this situation?

-

“7-What did- Camegie give to the town of Braddock; PA- - home to- Edgar-Thcjmson‘Steel‘WoﬁG‘?-m-'-f‘ e e

8. What was this library a "testimony” of?

9. At Homestead, the Amalgamated A's'sc:>cia‘cion of Iron and Steel workers was:’

Jodem mathine&'and "céch’n‘olbgy‘a’f Homestead. What wa

How did this affect the union?

[
w



12. How workers and the Mayor :of Hiorhestead: fee]fqb@ut_ Cameglers poweréar)d

St

el
PNt ;;-‘-u:% § I e Lo 2

iy 24 :What.tWo desires wés'Camegie‘ fcm étyyﬂeh

|5 What did Frick do to begin thie process to ehmlnate the union at Homestead?

6. While Carnegie was in Scotland, what did'Hie “gambledbsout thesitdation st hotresteadh '/ -

|7. After Frick locked out l‘IOO workers, what did he plan to do next?

LAY ¢ 1 v P i :
AL aebr N e *7. e 4' heiel bl o e vpmar it ey g - 0T
;

8. How did the workers feel about the property of the steel mill?

4y Cooah o N T T I G
P T A FELHE L, TR :

19. Who were the Pinkerton guards? Why did Frick call them in? .

PO happehed once the" Pmkertons arfived at Hlomesteads™ TR R N
) it IERTES 5 AN o SN vt VAN

2t Who won the battle?

A

. Whén the workérs refused to surrender the mill to the sheriff, wha{ happened?

What was the effect o the Homéstead Strike on Camegiel'™ = i snl e

foeom R iR L e ng

2{}. What was the effect of the Homestead Strike on the workers?- a

(3. In the spring of 1892, what did Carnegie and friék d;c':ide:cc; do? o o
R R s AP L SR A S
|4Ianck s"teﬁns Weies TG ”ta‘cté“ﬁfeﬁ whar dd Camegie ins"truct Hilrn 607
el oI e e . y

i,
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Labor Organization During the Gilded Age
Excerpted from: Death in the Haymarket by James Green

Leading Illinois Republicans who gathered at Lincoln's grave on May 4, 1865, rejoiced that free labor had
triumphed over the slave system in that great war now won. They believed a new nation had emerged from
the bloody conflict, new because now all of its people were "wholly free." The 4 million bondsmen the
"martyred emancipator” had liberated were, said the Tribune, a living epistle to Lincoln's immortality. But
were all the people now wholly free? ‘

IN THE YEARS after Lincoln's death, emancipated slaves found many compelling reasons to question the
meaning of their new freedom in the face of the reign of white terror that descended upon them, At the
same time, for quite different reasons, workingmen, the very mechanics who benefited most from the free
labor system Lincoln had extolled, began to doubt the nature of their liberty. A few months before the war
ended, the nation's most influential trade union leader, William H. Sylvis, came to Chicago and sounded an
alarm that echoed in many labor newspapers in the closing months of the war. The president of the
powerful Iron Molders' International Union excoriated employers who took advantage of the war
emergency to fatten their profits while keeping their employees on lean wages. When union workers
protested with strikes, politicians called them traitors, soldiers drove them back to work, and many loyal
union men were fired and blacklisted by their bosses in retaliation. How, Sylvis asked, could a republic at
war with the principle of slavery make it a felony for a workingman to exercise his right to protest, a right
President Lincoln had once celebrated as the emblem of free labor? "What would it profit us, as a nation,"
the labor leader wondered, if the Union and its Constitution were preserved but essential republican
principles were violated? If the "greasy mechanics and horny-handed sons of toil" who elected Abe Lincoln
became slaves to work instead of self-educated citizens and producers, what would become of the Republic?

Focus Question:

*  How did labor responds ' to the growing power of corporations and to what
extent were they effective?

Directions: Gather information from the below sources and answer the focus question.
* NPR: Haymarket Remembered
e James Green excerpt above
* Assigned Strike
* Assigned Union goals and Constitutions
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The Haymarket Riot Remembered
DEBBIE ELLIOTT, host:

In downtown Chicago, at the otherwise ordinary intersection of Des Plaines and Randolph, stands a brick colored
statue with men on a hay wagon. The figure towering at the topis gesturing to an invisible crowd. The monument
marks the site of the Haymarket Riot, a labor rally 120 years ago that ended in mayhem. Someone in the crowd tossed
a bomb into a nearby line of police. The officers opened fire and when it was over, seven policemen and at least three
protestors were dead.

The incident sparked the nation's first Red Scare. The events of May 4, 1886 are the subject of a new book, Death in
the Haymarket, by historian James Green. I asked him what Chicago was like in 1886.

Mzr. JAMES GREEN (Author, Death in the Haymarket): Well, Chicago was the workshop of the world, the wonder of
the Second Industrial Revolution. It was also an immigrant city. A majority of the workers there were born in Europe.
And it was a city that had a violent history. There was a uprising of railroad workers in 1877 that was put down very
violently. The police force was highly armed, and people were expecting trouble because there was also a revolutionary
element in the labor movement there, led by anarchists. ‘

In March and April of 1886, a wave of protest began on behalf of the eight-hour day, and there were many strikes, and
on May 3rd, at the McCormick Reaper Works, this is a giant farm implement plant, there was a lockout, and a riot
began. The Chicago police came, shot some people. Two or at least three workers were shot. And then the following
night, the anarchists called a protest rally against what they called police brutality in the Haymarket Square on
Randolph Street.

ELLIOTT: Two of the leading voices of the movement were August Spies, a German immigrant, and Albert Parsons, a
former confederate soldier? This sounds like a pretty motley crew.

Mr. GREEN: It's a strange group of people, given where they came from and the fact that they came to Chicago
without any idea that they would ever end up being anarchists, especially Parsons, who grew up on a ranch in Texas,
and he volunteered as a young man for the Confederate Cavalry. But after the war, he came back to East Texas and
was a radical supporter of black rights in Texas, and this was a very violent area at the time. So when he came to
Chicago, he had already had a lot of experience in social and political struggles.

ELLIOTT: And Mr. Spies?

Mr. GREEN: Spies was a young man on the make, very highly read. He grew up in the forests of Germany. He had a
pretty privileged life. But when he came to America and traveled around, he saw a lot of things that he found very
disturbing, particularly the killing of 30 people, workers, during the 1877 railroad strike. That had a big impact on him,
and he was a very successful organizer and publisher and speaker in this very, very large German community that was
predominantly working class.

ELLIOTT: So let's get now to what happened on the night of May 4, 1886. Spies, Parsons and other speakers are
climbing up on this hay wagon. They're addressing the crowd. The Chicago police are watching nearby, and
everything appears peaceful. Even the mayor calls it 2 tame meeting, What goes wrong?

Mr. GREEN: Well, the company of police approach the wagon, and the captain ordered the speaker to disburse, and
he argued and said but we are peaceful, and he said never mind, you have to go, and so they, he climbed down from
the wagon. The speakers were leaving, and at that point someone, and to this day, we don't know who it was, threw the
bomb that caused such havoc, and a police riot broke out.

Naturally, the police were totally unprepared for this, and they all had guns and started shooting, and some of them
were probably wounded and killed by, quote, "friendly fire," unquote, and that was the Haymarket Riot, and the
anarchists were indicted for this crime, the Crime of the Century.

ELLIOTT: Now, James Green, you write that the hunt for the anarchists responsible for this turned into a frenzy right
thereafter. Something like 200 people were arrested? -
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Mr. GREEN: Right. People were paralyzed with fear, and the police had, you know, really license to act and round up
everybody they suspected, all immigrants except for Parsons. And you know, civil liberties went out the window. Homes
were raided without search warrants, People were held incommunicado and with complete public support. I mean,
people wanted these anarchists, suspected anarchists, rounded up and put on trial.

ELLIOTT: So eventually, eight of them were brought to trial, including Spies and Parsons, but what's interesting is that
none of them were charged with actually throwing the bomb.

Mr. GREEN: They were charged with being accessories to murder and charged with being parties of a conspiracy that
had been hatched a few nights before with, presumably, with the bomber present. The evidence of this, however, was
very flimsy, and their defense lawyers, and later the governor of Illinois, thought they were really being tried for what
they had said in their speeches more than for what they had done. It was almost as though, even if they didn't have the
bomb, someone had to pay for this crime.

ELLIOTT: Now, the defendants didn't really help themselves on the witness stand. Take Albert Parsons, for example,
tell us about his defense.

Mr. GREEN: Well, they were, you could only say militant in their response to these charges, and Parsons even went so
far as to continue to justify the use of dynamite in the social struggle. He called it the great equalizer, that powerless
people didn't have armies and guns but they had dynamite. So he was not a man who was begging for mercy, and this
was, some might say, a fool-hearty act, and yet they were already playing, I think, to their place in history.

ELLIOTT: Some of the defendants were eventually pardoned, but four of them, August Spies, Albert Parsons, George
Engel, and Adolph Fischer, went to the gallows. What was the reaction to these hangings? »

Mr, GREEN: Well, the immigrants who were very much involved in propelling this militant movement, this visionary
movement, were very intimidated. You know, the Haymarket trial was a show trial. The hangings were an indication of
what would happen to you if you said the things the anarchists said and if you opposed the state and the police. There
was a reaction in the legislature. An eight-hour day was outlawed.

It was a very repressive period, and almost immediately, a sense set in that maybe some mistake had been made, and
certainly this happened in the immigrant communities and in the labor movement where people began to say that a
great injustice had been done, and the fact that it was immigrants made it seem even more serious to people who were
new to the United States and hoping that this was a place where the jury trial system really worked well and there was
liberty and justice for all. -

ELLIOTT: James Green teaches history at the University of Massachusetts in Boston. His book is called Death in the
Haymarket, Thank you for talking with us.

Mr. GREEN: Thank you.
ELLIOTT: You can find out more about Haymarket's legacy at our website, npr.org.

Copyright © 2006 National Public Radio. All rights reserved. No quotes from the materials contained herein may be
used in any media without attribution to National Public Radio. This transcript is provided for personal,
noncommercial use only, pursuant to our Terms of Use. Any other use requires NPR's prior permission. Visit our
permissions page for further information.
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estyles of the Rich
Famous

er feature of urban life that became a defining
 of the Gilded Age (so much so that it in-
the era’s name) was the advent of lavish
s of wealth by the rich. Dubbed “conspicuous
umption” by sociologist Thorstein Veblen
» this trend involved most prominently
nstruction of opulent

NEW HABITS' ROLES, AND LIFESTYLES

aristocracy—a notion that ran counter to the
longstanding American tradition of fear and
loathing for such undemocratic pretensions (see
Chapters 4 and 5). Some labor activists and social
critics castigated the ball and high society’s rejection
of republican simplicity, but Mrs. Vanderbilt’s guests
paid no heed. They reveled past dawn in a party that
cost $250,000—that in an age when an average
worker could expect to earn less than $700 per

year. By the mid-1880s

1ons in elite urban districts
New York’s Fifth Avenue,
o’s Lake Shore Drive, and

g6 @ . ‘
There is many a palace

Imost newspapers
featured “Society”
columns that devoted

517

ancisco’s Nob Hill, as well
xclusive summer retreats
lewport, Rhode Island.
y families like the
bilts and Astors competed

in Burope that would hide
its diminished roof beside.

thes

eer luxury of

extensive coverage
to the lives of the
wealthy

"' While Americans
followed the exploits of

who could throw the most
agant ball, Weddings, and

Fifth Avenue h@m@sf’
EDGAR SALTUS

the rich with a certain
level of wonder, the

e of the most famous was
osted by Alva Vanderbilt, wife of tycoon
am K. Vanderbilt, on March 26, 1883, to ‘

te the opening of their new $3 million

n on upper Fifth Avenue. The elite of New
‘ved in costume (17.13).Many dressed as
rtoinette, Queen Elizabeth, and Louis XV.

10ice of an ostentatious theme of royalty

d the widely shared belief among the nation’s
elite that they constituted an American

~ Martins fled to Europe and settled permanently in

public would accept
only so much extrav- -
agance before expressmg revulsion. That finally
occurred in February 1897, when the Bradley Martin
family hosted a $400,000 party in which eight
hundred soc1ety guests arrived in costumes deplctlng
European royalty. One society reporter described “a
gorgeous, superb, and wonderful spectacle.” But in
1897, when the nation was suffering from a severe

‘economic depression, public criticism of the ball

poured in from all quarters, including public
officials, clergymen, and workers. The Bradley

.

England, ending the days of diamond-necklace

party favors.

“[¥]ou rich people put next to
- nothing in the collection plate, and
yet you'll spend thousands
of d@ﬂaﬁ on Mrs. Bradley Martin's
ball”

Sernmion of a minister outraged over the
Bradley Martin Ball




Using the SLG.HT.™ method, critically analyze the accompanying
image

S.LG.H.T."™ — § scan for important details 1 identify the conflict or tension
G guess the creator’s intent or message H hear the voices - T falk or write about your

observations

S scan for important details

I identify the conflict or tension

(m G guess the creator’s intent or message

H hear the voices

T talk or write about your observations
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Gospel of Wealth Reading &
PBS: The American Experience: The Richest Man in the
World: Andrew Carnegie

Directions: Throughout the class period', please jot down examples of when
Carnegie exhibits the behavior of a Captain of Industry or a Robber Barron.

Captain of Industry

Robber Baron

113




Section IllI: Immigratien, Urbanization, & Politics

Focus Questlons

What forces encouraged and dlscouraged lmmlgratlon .

to the Unlted States durmg thlS tlme penod'? S
Why dld American nativist groups oppose free
unrestricted immigration in the late 19" and early 20th

centuries?

To what extent did/does |mm|grat|on shape American
identity?

What solutions to urban problems were developed in
the late 19'" century?

What was the relationship between political machines
and immigrants?

How did the politicai machine gain and lose power?
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The mumupmomnom of the @cdbomBOD of these lifelets was that dwﬁﬁmwm
the Civil War.and World War I the United States was self
consciodsly a nation of immigrants. From 1880 through 1919, the
United States drew twenty-three million immigrants to her shores.

.. Most immigrants entered at Ellis Island, in the shadow of the Statue of

Liberty in New York harbor. Emma Lazarus expressed the gravita-
tional pull of the United States when in 1883 she wrote “The New
Colossus,” contrasting the Statue of Liberty with the Colossus of

‘Rhodes) one of the legendary wonders of the ancient world The

MEHmaw@Em poet named the statue “Mother of Exiles,” and gave

voice.to her silent rmw

Give me your tired, your poor,
Your huddled masses yearning to breathe free,
The wretched refuse of your teeming shore.

- Send these, the homeless, tempest-tost to me. .

So they came, drawn by the beacons of economic opportunity,
religious freédom, and hope. In the cilies and on the prairies they
sought their fortune. Railroad company advertisements, state emigra-
tion agents, and letters from relatives and friends in the United States
@.885& success and prosperity; the riches to be found in America
where.“‘streets were wmﬁa with gold” became part of European

-folklore. Other imunigrants came to practice their religion in the

United States because it had no single established church and was

o .more-tolerant-of-religious-diversity.

By the late 18805 the wwmn.g of immigration to the United States
was signficantly different from that of the earlier period. Between
1860 and 1890, ten million immigrants arrived in the United States,
predominantly from the .British Isles, Germany, Scandinavia,
Switzerland, and Holland. In the peak year of 1882, eighty-seven

.percent of the immigrants came from these countries. But the fifteen
million immigrants' who entered the United States between 1890 and
1914 came largely from Italy, Russia, Austria-Hungary, Greece,
Rumania, and Turkey. Referred to as the “‘new immigrants,”” people

from these oocnﬁdmm ooB@dm@a owmua&robo percent of all EﬁBHmHmEm
in the momw year of 1907.
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o o 1the 18808 n"the edrlier bériod, immisrat

v Plain Folk

mﬁo@.amb.oou&monw influenced the ebb and flow of immigration to
the United States. Industrialization in northern Europe opened up

economic opportunities ‘at the end of thé nineteenth century-and ;

slowed.emigration abroad.-Heavy nigration to the United " States
earlier in the century had reduced pressures from overpopulation and
removed.some-of the stimuli for leaving northern and western Europe.

The famine and poor crops in Ifeland in the 1840s and in Sweden in
the 1860s had not been repeated. At the same time, conditions in -
eastern and southern Europe had encouraged millions of families and

individuals to leave their homes to find new lives across the ocean.”

Not only had many edstern and southern Europeans faced limited .-

economic opportunities.at home, but also population in those parts of
Europe was expanding rapidly, and small farmers, craftsmen, and
peasants could neither support their families nor provide oppor-
- tunities . for their children. In sode cases, landlords promoted
emigration by dispossessing their tenants. In addition, some people
fled to the United States for safety; as did Jews from czarist Russia
after 1881. Government-provoked pogroms in Russia destroyed
‘countless Jewish communities and killed thousands. Similarly
European ethnic minorities— Germans in' Russia, ‘Greeks in
Rumania, Macedonians in the Balkans, and Czechs in the Austro-
Hungarian Empire—found. their: ethnic identity repressed and,
without a national state, sought freedom in the United ‘States.
Moreover, the development of transoceanic steamers brought the cost
of the Atlantic passage within the means of large masses of eastern
and southern Europeans for the first time; they booked passage either
with tickets bought themselves or with those purchased and sent back
by relatives already in the New World. - . . .
The earlierimmigrants, those from northern Burope, hadreceived a .
more hospitable reception in the United States than did the new
immigrants. The report of the Dillingham Commission, established

_by Congress in 1907 to investigate the. shift in immigration, reflected
-~ the changed Ameri¢an attitude toward:immigration and the new

immigrants.- The oo.g_mﬂa.b .w%od.oﬁ that there was a fundamental
difference in the character of American immigration-before and after

LITE fafpm= (DUl G SR
on had beeh latgély’a

S R, S

- S S

R - movementyof families. segking permanent hormes in-the New World.
N 4 RS RIS : T R ; )
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Introduction

Northern Europeans, the report argued, had assimilated quickly E”M
erica society. In contrast, the new immigrants from southern an
e Hart unskilled laborers who had come as

BMEowéwmenHmHmw@ ., . .
MMMMWSG C.WEWm earlier immigrants, they avoided H,MmMoEMpR %sw
. ‘ ities er
: in the i ial cities of the East and Midwest, w
© . congregated in the E&.ﬁmﬂn of ;
o »o%m ,m,%m.mmm& in their own communities apart from o&wn >BWmo,m:M
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Introduction
muw.m@ of the United States to absorb immigrants or in the wisdom of |
ren tryingito do so. In addition, many people now saw the wealth of

ou
the GE.mwa. H_W‘Sﬁmm as finite. Immigrants not only did not contribute to
the growing national wealth or productivity, but also, the antt

&E.mmmmﬁ ‘argument went, by increasing the population they had
reduced the slices of the finite pie of resources available to everyone.

. Economic jrecovery in 1897 and the decline of the American
mHoﬁwnmﬁ ),Pm.moowwmon did not end the debate over the contribution of
ﬂEEmHmEmM The Dillingham Commission clearly doubted the ability
of American society to absorb the new immigrants, ‘and its findings
. es of race in.anthroplogy, so

rere supparted by contemporary theori .
ted States would be virtually

. W
that by the Hu,wN.Om free entry into the Uni

dhded . | .
ﬂ While ﬁmm native-born debated immigration policy, immigrants
built and reshaped much of American society and life. They had
mm:,ood build the American industrial order and, contrary to popular
%w&&omﬁ many of them had settled the agricultural land which fed
the burgeohing cities; and they had helped build the-railroads and
,mw.c@@moa.mpw labor for mines and factories. They had also transformed
@}bponomﬁ politics, introducing the nommonmmmwa style .om.&cwﬁocmw
ind patronage politics,” and they had altered the political agenda,
N They had created new institutions in
American society and, by doing so, had introduced the cultural
@m&oqmba%_ﬁmmmﬁ which have become hallmarks of the United States.
_In reshaping American society, immigrants experienced a process
in which they themselves were reshaped as well. In immigrating to the
_ United States, they brought with them life-styles and cultural patterns
different from the ones they encountered here; the ideals, habits, and
rituals of life in their native harhlets and cities differed from the society
they encountered affer passing through Ellis Island Once in the
..~ United States,-immigrants wrestled with the conflict between adapting
~to American society while trying to maintain their traditional,
E " Buropean customs. Many wished to become ‘‘Americanized,” to
- shed the label of “greenhorn’” and mirror their image of the native-
born, while many others sought to resist Americanizing, to maintain
. their native languages and life-styles. Settlement in an immigrant
- ghetto, for instance, could shelter the immigrant from direct and

Becoming a voice in state action.
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T @,@ s mnoc@m mﬁmcw& their own ocmﬁoBm -and rhythms.
Hn&pm, ial, society changed the structire- ‘of-work in the GESQ
1te: MGb ike. Ewu‘oam.mm en who had made the whole:product, such
¥: ,.,mw_om or.coat, .oH nw T .mwoﬁonw workers gathered in large numbers
.under: ,&ono. roof, .wa moooaﬁm ¢ preset rules,. and became

Eﬁw@%m&%& in B&nbm oneitemor moooE@erum one task. In

wvm Wm,oﬁoq a worker ou.ﬁ soles of sewed buttons.or lathed.chair legs or

; mm.wsgwn,gm mﬁ& product ‘Rather thanusing their judgment
" OF: mxmn%wb,om” mﬁmw& mw,oﬁ %.@mﬁm. as apprentices or journeymen, or of
m&b mwm needs of m,o.cmﬁoﬁwm with whom they had dealt personally,
oﬁ..@onmoﬂdom .,.Eswoamom& tasks assigned by .managers oI
nnwm Under the mmwﬁon% system control of the work:lay with the
an, not, with the workers themselves.

: i .H‘mo.ﬁwaa WEwOmm& new work habits on all ﬁoaﬁonm Hrm
. .,oH. the clock Howymow& seasonal and cultural thythms, and
wom,.ﬁonw& a mx.m& nuthber of hours in summer and winter. |

..mboﬁ,.oQ workers émao. oommu in a ‘complex machine ‘which RQERQ

wﬁ%:.mnawmﬁdmmnﬁwuoo +to-furiction Factory managers
N. >Te: cm.,pnﬂowwambﬁ of work patterns that encouraged workers, in®
rining, ‘tasks, to follow traditional- cultural ; and: ethiic nrﬁwam

. mmgmamdmu,mpm mHonm signed discipline:Bosses, for. SSHE&@ would not

iy, ¢

Woﬂm ﬁwO..,LEmHmﬂwa on ‘celebrating : :their. own bmﬁos&
.mﬁwﬂ than reporting.to work: Managers insisted that
Sikers had to' bé trained to adapt to the factory; they needed new

EmSMHEm new habits, new mg.gmwm wmemmoHoﬂrwaawm@noommmEﬁm
:-most wmﬁoﬂo, of terms: it was“Americanization. Those who failed to
threaténed the new ‘American industrial order, the job

Ol Pudi anog.gwdoy but denied- GoBmo?am the fruits of
%Bwnomu m@;mrmal

m0m S@nwmnm the. @woommmﬁom change was complex and demanding,
mpmpocmwr he. new discipline offered not:oiily economic benefits but

1s0,1n ¢ 565 physical survival Butthere was value in tradition
o well. I ,meP many HuooEo“@@Hoo?wm.goﬁ very identity and sense
: .0m self to be indivisible from ethnic, religious, and cultural traditions.

. ‘The mmebamaOm Eo .,m.moﬁoQ conflicted with familial and WBmE@ ties,
i nmrmrotm Bmﬁ.wﬁa\wmﬂmna social custéms and patterns.

v =

gmb% refused to accept the inevitablity of the changes wrought by
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e
mmoﬁoda oHSbNmﬂoP Hﬁm Eo,ﬁ .ﬂmﬁmombn labor’ OnmmENmnob of the
mid-1880s, the WEW&G of Labor, répresented, in part, a rejection of
Bum new industtial order. The Knights: pictured an ideal mona\ of srall
] mﬁonwg@oam and anm endent craftsten living and working within a
Ownmﬁg cooperative ooBBobﬂmmHﬁw. Similarly’ many workers
mocmwﬂ t6 escape the new Bmoﬁubbm by becoming their own bosses.-
m&ﬁhm to rise in the social onoH rather than trying to improve their
oob%ﬁobm asworkers, they identified §9 foremen wbm aspired tojoin
mﬁ latter’s ranks. Or they started their own dszmmmmm substituting
mmmmzm labor for a lack of omb;m‘_. mﬁ&ozmw few wete mcoommmm: the
slim prospects‘of success did not mxnmemr ‘the mm.Em of w%m
- Many of the factory workers mbmmmmm mn.a mw:pmmym with mapagers
over control of their work tasks and conditions. Ox @ daily basis'they
resisted the new" QmS@HEm and labits, _continuing to perform tasks
acdording to traditional patterns and absenting Ewnu%a?mm from work.
on’ mEEo and religious gbamﬁ Some formed: HmcoH unions in a

) --collective attempt to exert oobﬂ.oH over their ﬁo&ﬂmm livés. Later-

“wogkers tured to moéQEgﬁ and, through WOE.m, «&mmm and safety
Emb&mﬁop sought to check Bmummmgmbm § pOwers. H?wmm tensions in
the {workplace between the pulls of tradition and custom.on the one-
hanyd, ahd the demands of the ‘modermmn, industrial society on the other
wetk mﬁuwd_mnomm nearly @<mgﬁmam in ,PEwﬁom in Em first decade of
the twentieth century. - .
Amﬁ in the face of tension and Emmocﬁaa thel-lives of these
cbn:mﬁEmEmbm& ‘Americans’ ‘had value and slibstance.|If at times they -
lost Faith in others, they mmmBmm to EEEBb faithin themselves. Hwo%
struggled with themselves and the Hmﬂmﬁ. society, gi,,r their tensions
and Insecurities, tomake something of their own lives. Their voices, in.
the written ﬁonnﬁ are of people proud-and self aware. {Their ability to

. articulate their own' livs- sets. them "apait from others of their:
... generation; yet one can easily imagine. hearing ; mEEmn tales from their

coworkers and’ bmHmEuoﬁm if we could go back in time and interview
them. Gmem to do§o .%m v&ocﬁ aumb listen. ﬁi& mammﬁﬂ, attention to
their stories. ‘ :
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Discussion Questions:

1. What forces encouraged and discouraged immi gration in the U.S.?

2. Immigration patterns have been divided into two different categories: Old (1860-1890)

and New (1890-1914). Describe the differences that existed between the two.

3.When and why did attitudes of nati_vq,—born Americans change toward immi grants?

4. Describe the ways immigrants have built and reshaped much of American society and

5. What does it mean to be “Americanized”?

life?

6. How did industrialization and urbanization transform U.S. societ

y?
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Roger Daniels

Immigration

% Qead ond annotate
- Poyy Pcwﬁculéw
atrembhon  To focus

queshon loelow.

in the Gilded Age:
Change or Continuity!

of its well-known 1911 report, stigmatized the so-called “new

L T he United States Immigration Commission, at the beginning

immigrants”—persons who came from southern and eastern
Europe, largely Italians, Jews, and Poles—as follows:

The old immigration movement was essentially one of
permanence. The new immigration is very largely one of
individuals, a considerable proportion of whom apparently
have no intention of permanently changing their residence;
their only purpose in coming to America being to tempo-
rarily take advantage of the greater wages paid for industrial
labor in this country (1).

The distinction had long been made by nativists and others. As
early as 1888 Lord Bryce in The American Commonwealth could
sneer that “new immigrants, politically incompetent” were easily
corruptible (2). To be sure, the nature of American immigration
changed during the Gilded Age—as it has changed during our entire
history and as it is changing today. Was Gilded-Age immigration

&7 strikingly different from that which preceded it, or was it another

i

i

9

variation in a continuously changing pattern! To answer that
question, it 1s necessary to look at the numbers of persons involved
and their origins, and to examine the sociocultural matrix in which
immigrants moved.
During the Gilded Age—defined here as the period from 1871 to
901—11.7 million persons are recorded as immigrating to the
United States (3). That is considerably more than the number that
immigrated to the British North American colonies and the United

States in the seventeenth, eighteenth, and the first seven decades of -
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the nineteenth century combined, but fewer than the 12.9 million
who came in the first fourteen years of the new century. The national
and ethnic composition of the immigrant population did change in
the Gilded Age, as it has changed throughout our history. Britons
dominated seventeenth-century migration; during the eighteenth
century large numbers of Africans (4) and Germans came; in the
period between the 1820s and the Civil War, Germans and Catholic
Irish predominated, along with a smaller but still substantial number
of Scandinavians. All of the groups named above, except for
Africans, continued to come in the Gilded-Age decades and were
joined by immigrants from eastern and southern Europe whose
previous presence had been statistically insignificant. Table 1
shows European immigration by nation/region for the three
Gilded-Age decades (5).

Those 10.6 million European immigrants represented 90 per-
cent of all immigrants. Canadians, mostly from Quebec, made up
6.7 percent, and Chinese accounted for 1,7 percent of the total, Only
in the 1890s did “new” European immigrants outnumber the “old,”
but even then they were just barely a majority. What is rarely noticed
is that the incidence of immigrants—the percentage of foreign-born in
the population—was remarkably constant throughout the Gilded Age
and the decades that frame it. The percentage of foreigners in the
country did notvary significantly in any of the censuses between 1860
and 1920, a period justly characterized as one of rapid change in
almost every other aspect of American life. Both the first and last of
those censuses recorded the foreign-born as 13.2 percent of the
population, while the censuses in between report percentages of
14,0, 13.3, 14.7, 13.6, and 14.7, respectively. Yet contemporaries
perceived that the amount of immigration was overwhelming. These
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Source:U.S. Departmentof Commerce, Historical Statistics of the United States(Washington,

DC:Government Printing Office, 1975), 1:106-07.

perceptions have been repeated by historians who have persisted in
using what I call hydraulic metaphors to describe the immigration
process. Immigrants are described as coming to the United States
in “waves,” “floods,” “torrents,” and “streams.” One does not have
to be a specialist in semiotics to understand that the habitual use of
such language tends to stigmatize immigrants as the “other,” rather
than as the ancestors of us all (6).

But numbers, important as they are, can tell only a fragment of the
immigrant story. In my American immigration history course, in which
one emphasis is group comparison, [ suggest that students use whatI call
the “immigrant paradigm” as a way to organize information. The
paradigm consists of a set of questions for discussion. These questions,
with some possible answers, are reproduced below.

1, Where did immigrants come from?

Gilded-Age immigrants came overwhelmingly from Europe, with
a steady shift toward eastern and southern Europe. Germans,
British, Irish, Scandinavians, Italians, and subjects of the Austro-
Hungarian and Russian Empires predominated.

2, Why did they leave?

As with most migrants in American history, perceived economic/
social advantage was the major propulsive force, although persecu-

" n at home (including compulsory military service) was an impor-
ant factor for many, especially those who were a minority group
where they lived. Students of immigration often use a “push-pull”

tion of comparative forces.

3. How did they get here!

The development of trans-
pottation networks greatly influ-
enced Gilded-Age immigration. As railroads—and cheaper and
cheaper fares—spread through Europe, places with secure transpor-
tation to seaports multiplied. Oceanic transport changed dramati-
callyin the years just before the Gilded Age. As late as 1856 more
than 95 percent of European immigrants came to America by sail.
Less than twenty years later (1873) more than 95 percent came on
steamships. The chief transport innovation in the Gilded Age was
the development of networks of parttime ticket agents in the United
States employed by the European lines that dominated the trade. A
Polish immigrantliving in Detroit who wanted to bring over a relative
or friend could go to a store or a saloon in the ethnic community and
putchase a combination ticket from a Hamburg-Amerika Line agent
that would be delivered to the relative/friend in Krakow. Such a ticket
would provide rail transportation to Hamburg, accommodations in
Hamburg while waiting for a ship, trans-Atlantic passage, and rail travel
from New York to Detroit. While the technology was new, the end result
was similar to whathad been going on at least since the Great Migration
of Puritans to New England in the seventeenth century.

4. Where did they settle?

While settlement patterns of Gilded-Age immigrant groups
varied, an increasing percentage settled in urban centers. Ever since
the census began listing the foreign-born separately in 1850, they
have been more likely to live in cities—and especially in large cities—
than the population at large. Regionally, immigrants favored the
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northeastern and north central states—and by 1890, the western
states—while shunning the South (8). Ethnic groups had their own
patterns: Irish and Canadians favored New England, Italians and
Russians the middle Atlantic states, Germans the east north central
states, and Scandinavians the west north central states (9).

5. What did they do?

Because the Gilded Age was an era of expanding industrialism,
most immigrants worked at industrial jobs, usually at the unskilled
level, although workers with mechanical skills and training could
start higher up the employmentladder. Mostimmigrants had to take
the hardest, lowest paying, and most hazardous industrial employ-
ment. These unsung workers were, in historian Carl Wittke's
phrase, “we who built America,” and those who extol the achieve-
ments of industrial moguls like Andrew Carnegie ought to spend at
least a little time considering the role of workers, immigrant and
native-born, who created the wealth that entrepreneurs amassed. It
was not just immigrant men who worked, Immigrant women and
children were much more likely to be in the labor force than those
who were nativeborn.

The agricultural sector, which had once included a majority of
immigrants, still attracted a minority, most often those who came
with significant resources. Even with free arable western land, which

:vas rapidly disappearing, the costs of establishing a farm were far
“:i.eyond the means of all but a few Gilded-Age immigrants. Even
immigrants from groups that had been predominantly agricultural in
the decades around mid-century, such as the Swedes, found mostly
industrial employment toward the close of the century.

6. How did they live?

Most Gilded-Age immigrants, like their predecessors, lived in
ethnic enclaves in both town and country whenever they could.
There they could speak their own languages, worship with
familiar rituals, and generally recreate a version of the world they
had left. The Chinese were confined in parts of cities that came
to be called Chinatowns as early as 1857 (10). In the Gilded Age,
as the Chinese moved East, Chinatowns sprang up in places such
as Butte, Montana, as well as in New York, Boston, and other
cities. But, even without the rigidity of Chinese segregation,
enclaves for Europeans developed with names like
Kleindeutschland and Little Italy.

7. In what ways did their culture change or stay the same?

~ Attempts to create familiar surroundings and to maintain old
cultures were largely doomed to failure. As the poet Stephen Vincent
Benet remarked of seventeenth-century English immigrants:

They planted England with a stubborn trust.
But the cleft dust was never English dust (11).

Language rarely persisted more than a generation or a generation

ad a half. Some food preferences continued for as long or longer,

*“put most immigrant culture succumbed to the omnipotent American
environment and the desire of children to “be American.”

DANIELS/IMMIGRATION

The great exception was religion, although that, too, underwent
changes. The Roman Catholic Church became very much a workers’
church in nineteenth-century America, what Jay Dolan calls an
“Immigrant fortress.” While most Jewish synagogues still held their
main services on Saturdays, Sunday and Sabbath schools developed
among Reform and Conservative Jews, Similarly, Japanese Bud-
dhists adapted Protestant hymns into songs like “Buddha Loves Me,
This [ Know.” One of the great clashes of cultures concerned the use
of Sunday leisure in which the “continental Sunday” of play collided
with the “English Sunday” of prayer, often enforced by blue laws,
Similar struggles concerned the use of Protestant bibles in public
schools. To be sure, many Protestant immigrants supported the
“English Sunday” and bible reading, but the struggle was generally
seen as one of “foreigners” versus “Americans.”

Each of the foregoing “answers” describe processes that were at
work long before the Gilded Age began and that have continued, with
somewhat different protagonists, to the present. Thus, continuity
rather than change seems to predominate. But an examination of
immigration policy shows an entirely different pattern. While some
Americans wanted to regulate and lessen immigration even in the-
grossly underpopulated colonial era~so much so that a serious
nativist or anti-immigrant political movement had developed before
the Civil War—only in the Gilded Age did the American government
begin to restrict free immigration (12).

Restriction began with an ineffective 1875 statute aimed at
Chinese women (13). The first effective statute was the Chinese
Exclusion Act of 1882, which did not bar all Chinese immigrants but
only Chinese laborers (14). At the time there were only about
125,000 Chinese of all kinds in the United States, the majority of
them in California.

The Chinese Exclusion Act was the hinge on which immigration
policy turned. Within a few years America’s once free and unre-
stricted immigration policy had been modified in a number of ways.
Immigrants had to pay a small fee to enter, contract labor was
forbidden, and the barred category was widened to include persons
with certain physical and mental disabilities, those with criminal
records, and polygamists. (The latter target comprised Mormons, not
Muslims.) None of these provisions kept many persons other than
Chinese out. The general purpose of government policy was still to
bring more people in, not keep them out. This was symbolized by
the creation of the immigration station on Ellis Island, which opened
in 1892. In the previous year Congress had created the first
immigration bureaucracy headed by a superintendent of immigration
who supervised twenty-seven subordinates. By 1906 his successor
had a staff of 1,600 (15).

This bureaucracy, often headed by former trade-union officials
such as Terrence V. Powderly, was imbued from the beginning with
a strong animus against immigrants, Apart from the batring of most
Chinese, nativists did not win other major victories in the Gilded
Age. Their most effective organization, the elite Immigration
Restriction League, founded by Harvard graduates in 1894, managed
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DANIELS/IMMIGRATION

“They told us that in
America the streets were
paved with gold. When
we got here we saw that
they weren'’t paved at all.
Then they told us that we
had to pave them!”

. =et its pet bill, a literacy test for immigrants, through Congress in

7. But President Grover Cleveland vetoed the bill. A congres-
sional blockage apparently stage-managed by William McKinley's
administration killed similar legislation. The literacy test was vetoed
by William Howard Taftin 1913, by Woodrow Wilson in 1915, and
enacted over a second Wilson veto in 1917 (16).

What conclusions are to be drawn from this brief summary? It
seems to me that both continuity and change have prevailed and that
it is time to discard the “old-new” dichotomy which suggests
otherwise. Its continued use today can only cause confusion. If
Italians, Eastern European Jews, Poles, and others who first came to
America in significant numbers in the late nineteenth century are
“new immigrants,” what are we to call the Asians and Latin
Americans who dominate contemporary immigration! Should we
emulate our colleagues in the Modern Language Association and call
them “postnew immigrants”? I hope not. I would argue that, from
our earliest history, most free immigrants have been persons who
wanted to come to America to better themselves, and that a minority
of them have been persons who were fleeing some kind of persecu-
tion. As transportation and political conditions changed, so did the
sources of immigration. What has changed has not been the
immigrant but the nature of both America and the rest of the world.

A more appropriate system of nomenclature would place immi.
. grants in the appropriate era and speak of immigrants as those of the

colonial era, of the agricultural era, of the industrial era, and those
who have come in what some call “postindustrial America.” An-
- 2r schema, for the era of restriction that began in 1882, would be
o speak of an era of increasing restriction, 1882-1924; an era of
severe restriction, 1924-1952; an era of relaxing restriction, 1952-
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1980; and the present era, as yet nameless, which David Reimers
describes as a “turn against immigration” (17). Q

Endnotes

1. United States Immigration Commission, Reports of the Immigra-
ton Commission (Washington, DC: Government Printing
Office, 1991), 1:24.

2. James Bryce, The American Commonwealth, 2 vols. (New York:
MacMillan, 1889), 2:473.

3. U.S. Department of Commerce, Historical Statistics of the United
States (Washington, DC: Government Printing Office, 1975),
1:106. This volume is the source for all subsequent statistics not
otherwise ascribed. Except for the Chinese after 1882, illegal
immigration was statistically insignificant in the Gilded Age, but
many immigrants crossing the land borders were simply not
recorded. The Canadian border was more significant,

4. Some object to considering Africans, who were almost all enslaved
persons, being counted as immigrants, but no one objects to
using the term for the large number of Europeans who came as
semifree indentured servants.

5. For this period the immigration statistics are based on a fiscal year
ending 30 June, so the table really covers 1 July 1870 to 30 June
1901. For Gilded-Age data this makes little difference, but in
1914, for example (really 1 July 1913 to 30 June 1914), it masks
the effects of World War I on immigration.

6. The stigmatization of strangers is all but universal. For example,
the Organizer-General of Jamaica’s AfroWest Indian League
insisted that Asian Indians, even those born on the island,
should not be called Jamaicans “in the same way that a chicken
hatched in an oven cannot be called a bread.” Jamaica Times,
3 February 1950, as cited in Howard Johnson, ed., After the
Crossing: Immigrants and Minorities in Caribbean Creole
Society (Totowa, NJ: E. Cass, 1988).

7. An ltalian-American folk saying goes something like this: “They
told us that in America the streets were paved with gold. When
we got here we saw that they weren’t paved at all. Then they told
us that we had to pave them!”

8. The regional index of immigrants (that is, percentage of foreign-
born population/percentage of population) was as follows:

1870 1890
Northeastern 1.5 1.5
North Central 1.3 1.3
Southern 0.2 0.2
Western 0.7 1.5

Source: David Ward, Cities and Immigrants: A Geography of

Change in Modern America (New York: Oxford University
"Press, 1971), Table 2-3, 60.

9. Ibid., Tables 2-5 and 2-6, 67, 72.

10. The first use recorded in the Oxford English Dictionary comes
from the Butte Record of Oroville in California’s “mother lode”
country for 31 January 1857, which told its readers in a story about
a New Year's celebration that “Chinatown was wild with joy.”
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Magor U 8. immlgratlon Laws

_U S. Constltutton (1789) gave Congress, the power to “estabhsh an umform Rule of Naturahzatron

Immlgratlon Act of 1819 ser standards for vessels bringing i 1mm1grants Shrpvcaptams had to provrde customs offi-

! mmrgrants descnbrng whiere'the
panon Passengers ilt with contagious diseases had to be quarantined. States carried out the provisions of this law.

Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo (1848) granted U S. cruzenshrp to Mexrcans hvmg in the terntory ceded by Mexico
: to-the United States. s LRI :

14th Amendment to the U.S. Constitution (1868) guaranteed that “All persons born or naturalized in the
United States . . . are citizens of the United States .. ?

Chinese Exclusion Act (1882) banned for 10 years. Chmese nnmxgratron and eligibility for crtrzenshrp The law was
renewed in 1892 and 1892 and made permanent in 1902. It was not repealed until World War 1L

_ ' thesorne.or dangerous diseases,” those con-
wcted SF crimes 1nvolv‘1ng mora.l turpltude » polygamrsts -and those whose passage was pald for by others Those '
: .re]ected for.i 1mrn1grat:on were deported at ‘the expense of the' shxpprng, companres I -

i lrst»Quota) Act of 1921» lifnited- the numbés of. rmrmgrants from arry country to 3 percent of RS
the forergn—born persons of that nanonahty hvmg the Unlted Stafes_:r'

1al- Orlgms {Second Quota) Act of 1924 further drscnmmated agarnst Southern and Eastern Europeans by i
-yhmrnng the: number of immigrants from any. country to:2-percent of: foreign ‘bornpersons-of that- nationality living -
'in the U.S. in 1890. Only 164,000 immigrants were to be admiitted each year; this total was further reduced to 150,000
in 1929. The law also imposed new restrictions on Asian immigration.

Dlsplaced Persons Act of 1948 allowed into the United States refugees from countries ravaged by World War 11,
. but their entry was charged to the national quota limits established in 1924.

) McCarren-Walter Act of 1952 maintained the quota; system and limited-i rmmrgrauon to 150,000 persons a year In--

lmmigratlon Act of 1965 abolished thé natronal origins quota system. Preference is given to skilled persons and -

immigrants who are closely related to American citizenis. After five years residency in the United States, immigrants’
may apply for naturalized citizenship. :

Refugee Act of 1980 defined a “refugee” as any person leavmg his or her own country because of a “well founded
fear of persecution on account of race, religion, nationality, membershlp in a particular group, or political opinion.”

Immigration Reform and Control Act of 1986 made it illegal for employers to knowingly hire illegal immigrants.

It also set up a process to grant amnesty and legal papers to about 1.5 million undocumented people in the United
States.

Hlegal Immigration Reform and Immigrant Responsibility Act of 1996 authorized more Border Patrol agents
and a triple fence along the San Diego border, made tougher penalties for smuggling people and creating fraudulent

documents, and created an “ex edited removal” rocess to remove anyone tryin to enter the United States without
proper documents.

USA Patriot Act of 2001 put immigration under the control of the newly created Department of Homeland
Security and tripled the budget for Border Patrol agents along the Canadian border.

€. from where t_hefy'were ‘going, and their age scx, and occu—

:1 addmon refugees ﬂeemg commumst countnes were adrmtted under specral parole authonty of the U.S, attorney general.f L

Crrrent Issues of Intmigration, 2007
© 2007, Constitutional Rights Foundation
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Thanks to Bartels/Berenson

To what extent does immigration shape American identity?

Using the outline of “Major U.S Immigration Laws”, answer the following questions. Be prepared
to share your thoughts with your classmates when you come to class. P.S: keep the above question in
mind...

1. What ate the common links/similatities between the immigration laws? Explain.

2. Who were targeted groups & why? (groups as in were thete immigrants from specific regions of
the globe that were targeted)

3. Review the dates of when these acts were passed? Any significance to any of them? You may
want to flip through yout textbook while noting such...

4. What was/were the harshest law(s) against immigration?

5. In your opinion, which law is the most impottant? Why?

6. In your opinion, which law is the most influential on the general public of the United States?
Why? '

7. From the perspective of an immigrant, which laws were most lenient?
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Immigration and the American Identity

Getting Started:
1. What do you think is necessary to become a citizen?

2. Within the naturalization process, what responsibilities should the immigrant
have?

3. Should the government carry any responsibilities for the care of immigrants?
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This section should be completed after you have viewed the naturalization
test.

1. What kinds of questions are being asked?

2. Do you think there are any questions that are missing?

3. Do you think these questions are reflective of the American Identity?
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What Would You Do To Improve Conditions?

__The year is 1880. New York City's swelling population has created a housing

crisis. Immigrant families crowd into apartments that lack hght ventﬂatlon
and sanitary facilities. Children have nowhere to play except in the streets \
and are o‘ften kept out of school to work and help support their families.

Task

' Your group is’ NeW York's: C1ty Councﬂ and 11: is your ]ob to 1mprove these
conditions. You will need to: .

1) evaluate the problems facing NYC

2) Decide how you can fix these problems

3) Since you only have a limited budget and can't fix all problems at once, you
need to decide which problems you will fix first. Therefore, once you determine
your solutions, you will work with your group to rank each problem & solution
in the order of importance. There are 6 problems facing you — you will need to
rank them in 1-6.

4) For the problem/solutions you determine to be of the most 1mportance (1)
and of least importance (6) you will need to explain your reasoning behind
your decision.

5) Once you decide your solutions, I'll let you know what really happened!

HOUSING

Problem:

When the industrial age began, working class families in cities had two
housing options. They could either buy a house on the outskirts of town,
where they would face transportation problems, or rent cramped rooms in a
boardinghouse in the central city. As the urban population increased,
however, new types of houéing were designed. For example, row houses —

| single family dwellings that shared side walls with other similar houses —
packed many single-family residences onto a single block. After working class
families left the central city, immigrants often took over their old housing,
sometimes with two or three families occupying a one family residence. These
multi-family urban dwellings, called tenements, were overcrowded and
unsanitary.

Your Solution & Rank:
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How Cities Responded:
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WATER

' Problem:

| Cities also faced the problems of supplymg safe drinking water As the uxban .

population grew in the 1840s and 1850s, cities such as New York and i
Cleveland built public waterworks to handle the increasing demand:: Aslate
as the 1860s, however, the residents of many cities had grossly inadequate:’:-
piped water — plumbing, and residents had to collect water in pails from- -~ -

faucets on the street and heat it for bathing. The necessity of improving water |
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quality to control diseases such as cholera and typhoid fever was obvious.

Your Solution & Rank:

How Cities Responded:

SANITATION

Problem: :

As the cities grew, so did the challenge of keeping them clean. Horse manure
piled up on the streets, sewage flowed through open gutters, and factories
spewed foul smoke into the air. Without dependable trash collection, people
dumped their garbage on the streets. Although private contractors called
scavengers were hired to sweep the streets, collect garbage, and clean
outhouses, they often did not do the jobs properly.

Your Solution & Rank:

Hovwv Cities Responded:
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CRIME

Problem:
- As the population of cities increased, plckpockets and thieves ﬂounshed

Your Solutlon & Rank:

How Cities Respbndéd:- )

FIRE

Problem:

The limited water supply in many cities contributed to another menace: the
 spread of fires. Major fires occurred:in. alinosts ‘every 1arge American city

' during the 1870s, and the 1880s. In addition to lacking water with which to-

combatblazes, mostcities-were packed with wooded dwellings, which were.

like kindling'waiting.to.be ignited; The usé of candles.and kerosene heaters
also posed a fire. hazard In San Franc1sco deadly fires broke out: durmg

Your Solutlom &Ranku i« ~ S

How Cities Responded:

What problem was the most important to fix & why?

What problem was lease important to fix & why?
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Exploring the Tenements of the Lower East Side

97 Orchard Street, New York, NY
. WebQuest

Directions:

‘ Turn computer on

‘Open up Safari or Firefox

Go to: www. tenement org

When the page opens, scroll down to “Vlrtua.l Tour
Read the introduction

Click on “Enter Here” (there should be a big arrow)
You are now entering 97 Orchard Street

0ODO0ODO0 oo

The next page is the hallway in ruins of 97 Orchard Street: you may explore the house
Answer the following questions:
1. What amenities did 97 Orchard Street lack?

2. What prompted the landlords to fix the tenement up?

Click on “Early Tenements” and read the description.
3. In 1864 what percent of New York City residents lived in tenement houses?

In the upper left hand of the window, there is a selection bar that says, “Select an
Apartment.” You will have the opportunity to explore five different apartments at 97
Orchard Street and read about the families that lived there. When you select a family a
brief biography will come up and you will have the option to read more about the family.
- Please choose to read more. Explore each apartment and answer the following questions
regardmg each family.

The Confino Family:
1. From where did the Confino family emigrate?

2. What cultural differences did they face in the Lower East Side?

The Rogarshevsky Family:
1. From where did the Rogarshevsky family emigrate?

2. How many family members were living in their apartment?

3. How did the family find comfort in the United States?
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The Levine Family
1. From where did the Levine family emigrate?

2. What purpose did the Levine’s apartment serve (other than living quarters)?

3, Why were Hartis Levin’s employees encouraged to produce as many articles of
- clothing as possible? " o SRR

4. How much money did the Levine family have to spend per week?

The Baldizzi Family:
1. From where did the Baldizzi family emigrate?

9. What was Josephine’s father’s profession in Italy? What did he do in America? .
3. Why was the Baldizzi family forced to move in 1930?

The Gumpertz Family:
1. From where did the Gumpertz family emigrate?

2. How did Nathalie support her family after Julius’s death?

How were these families’ experiences similar and different from each
other? Note at least 2 for each.

Similarities;

1.

Differences:
1.
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UNIT EIGHT READINGS T0)en o

How Tammany Hall
Operated

By the end of the 1800's corrupt political ma-
chines controlied the governments of many large
cities, Tammany Hall in New York City was one of
the most powerful of these political machines, 1t
stayed in power through graft, bought the votes
of immigrants through favors, and set up a “bal-
anced ticket so that a member of each major
ethnic group held a top position in city govern-
ment. An important politician in Tammany Hall for
many years was George Washington Plunkitt.

In 1905 a young newspaper reporter, William
L. Riordan, wrote a book about Plunkitt. The book
included an account, in Plunkitt's own words, on
how he became a politician and a millionaire,

A cartoonist’s impression of Tammany Hall

o
ek
&
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READING FOCUS . :

1. What was the basic philosophy on which Tam-
many Hall operated? :

2. Why was Plunkitt so successful?

Everybody is talking these days about Tam-
many people growing rich on graft, but nobody
thinks of drawing the distinction between hon-
est graft and dishonest graft. There’s all the
difference in the world between the two. Yes,
many of our people have grown rich in polities.
I have myself. I've made a big fortune out of
the game, and I'm getting richer every day.
But I've not gone in for dishonest graft—black-
mailing gamblers, saloon-keepers, and so on.
And neither have any of the people who have
made big fortunes in politics.

There’s an honest graft, and 'm an exam-

A ple of how it works. I might sum up the whole

thing by saying: “I seen my opportunities and
I took ’em”

Just let me explain by examples. My par-
ty’s.in power in the city, and it’s going to un-
dertake @ lot of public improvements. Well, I'm
told ahead of time, say, that they’re going to
lay out a new park at a certain place. :

I see my opportunity and I take it. I go to
that place and buy up all the land I can in the
neighborhood. Then the board of this or that
makes its plan public, and there is a rush to
get my land, which nobody wanted before.

Ain’t it perfectly honest to charge a good
price and make a profit on my investment and
foresight? Of course, it is. Well, that’s honest
graft. B

Adapted fréjn-William L Riordan, Plunkitt of Tammany Hall:% . ™




. Orsupposing it's a new bridge they re-going
to. bulld 1 find out and I buy as much property

.as I can.that has.to be used for»the"rpad ap--

uproach +t0,the:bridge. T sell. th(,a

5 my O ;price later on and drop 'someJmore g

money in the bank.

Wouldn’t you‘? It’s like lookmg ahead in. -
Wall Street or in the coffee or: cotton market..
s honest graft and I'm looklng for it every.. . "

. dayin the year I will tell you frankly that I've
-+ got a lot of it, too.

I'll tell you of another case. They were
going to fix up a big park. I learned of it and
. ‘went looking about for land in that neighbor-
"hood. I coilld get nothing at a bargain except
a big piece of swamp, but I bought it right
away and held on to it. What happened was
just what I counted on. They couldn’t make the
park complete without Plunkitt's swamp, and
so they had to pay a good price for it. Anything
dishonest in that?

I don’t own a dishonest dollar. If my worst
enemy was given the job of writing an epitaph
for my grave marker he couldn’t do more than
write: .

“George W. Plunkitt. He Seen His Oppor-
tunities, and He Took '"Em” )

What’s important in holding your grip on
your district is to go right down among the
poor families and help them in the different
ways they need help. I've got a regular system
for doing this.

If there’s a fire on Ninth, Tenth, or Elev-
enth Avenue, for example, any hour of the day
or night, I'm usually there with some of my
election district captains as soon as the fire
engines arrive. If a family is burned out, I don’t
ask whether they are Republicans or Demo-
crats. I don’t refer them to the Charity Orga-
nization Society, which would investigate their
case in a month or two and decide they were
worthy of help about the time they are dead
from starvation. I just get a place for them to
live, buy clothes for them if their clothes were
burned up, and fix them up till they get things
running again. It’s philanthropy, but it’s poli-
tics, too—mighty good politics. Who can tell
how many votes one of these fires brings me?
The poor are the most grateful people in the
world, and, let me tell you, they have more
frlends in thexr neighborhoods than the rich
have in theirs.

If there’s a family in my district that needs
help, I know it before the charitable societies
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" my opportunities and I took m ? S
7 2. What methods did Plunkitt; use to gam the sup-

“dé. Me and my men are the first to hielp. Thave

a gpecial group of people to logk, up stich cases.
Thg:result is that the poor
ynkitt as a-father; they
‘re in trouble, and they don

What did Plunkitt- mean wher

port of his electorate?
3. (a) According to Plunkitt, what was the dlffer-
ence between honest and dishonest graft? (b) Do
- you think politicians today make this same dis-
tinction? Cite evidence from your textbook to
support your opinion. .




Name: » Berenson/Bartels
Date: US/ACP

A & E Biography: Boss Tweed
Video Guide

Directions: Answer the questions using the information presented in the
video.

1. What connection did Sheriff Jimmy O'Brien have to William Tweed?
2. What year was the peak of Boss Tweed's career/life?
3. How many properties did Boss Tweed own? Briefly describe them.

4. Who was the cartoonist that worked for Harpers Weekly that exposed William
Tweed’s corruption?

5. List the jobs in which Boss Tweed made money legally.

6. What was Tammany Hall?

7. What was Qne change Bosg Tweed brought to Tammany Hall?
8. Describe how Tweed built a relationship with immigrants?

9. To Boss T'weed, what did the gifts at his daughter’s wedding represent?
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10. List the jobs Boss T'weed had after being a firefighter.

1. As nativist views spread, how did Tweed change his political strategy to gain power?
12. List two positive changes T'weed brought to New York.

EISI;OW did the Civil War draft disrupt New York’s immigrant population-especially the

14. Describe the treatment of African Americans during the Irish draft riots.

15. What agreement did T'weed make with the Secretary of War, Edwin Stanton, which
enabled him to appease the immigrant population?

16. Why were machine politics attractive to immigrants?

17. T'weed heavily relied on the immigrant vote. Prior to his rule:
immigrants were naturalized annually. However, in 1868

were naturalized.

REFLECTION:

Boss T'weed is remembered as one of the most corrupt politicians; however, he also
brought about positive changes in New York.

Do you think that his corrupt behavior is justified because of the benefits he brought’ to
the poor, the immigrants, and New York City as a whole?

Is considering Tweed just another corrupt politician a fair representation?
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Farmingville Reflection

1. As you view the documentary, record the different perspectives on undocumented
workers in Farmingville.

2. What are the pros and cons of instituting a hiring center in Farmingville?
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3. Reflecting on the immigration patterns of the Gilded Age, do you see any
similarities or differences with the current day policies and/or treatment of
immigrants of today? '

4. The National Immigration Forum reports that, while 50% of native-born
Americans think immigration levels are acceptable, 40% think they should
decrease and 10% think immigration should stop altogether. Describe how you
view immigration? What could be a potential solution to the issue of
undocumented workers?
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United States History
Recipe for the Gilded Age

Due: At the end of class on
50 points )

Throughout our study of the Gilded Age, we have examined the transformation of
the United States from an agrarian nation to an industrial society. With this
transformation came the settlement of the West, the rise of big business and labor
organizations, urbanization and immigration. These events all worked together to
shape the beginnings of a modern America. Your task is to create a recipe that
captures a theme within the Gilded Age. You must use 6-8 ingredients, choosing
at least two elements from each section, for your recipe. Keep in mind how
ingredients are measured in a recipe: cups, tablespoons, teaspoons, a pinch, a
dollop etc. and use the measurements accordingly.

What you will turn in (must be typed):

1. A creative title which encapsulates the theme your group has chosen to
highlight. -
Example: building a business emPIEr

2. Alist of the ingredients:
e Choose what you think are the most important specific components of
your theme.
e List the appropriate ingredients with their measurements.

3. The directions for making the recipe:
*  Write a coherent paragraph explaining how the ingredients you’ve
chosen are necessary to cook up your theme!!

4. The content and presentation of your recipe must be reflective of an investment

of time and thought.
e Be sure to be creative in the way you choose to present your recipe.
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Recipe for the Gilded Age Rubric

i

3

2

1

Creative Title

Title creatively

Title encapsulates the

Group has chosen a title
which somewhat

Group has chosen a title.

5 encapsulates the theme theme your group has
your group has chosen. chosen. addresses your theme.
5 4 1
2
Ingredients Group clearly identified | Group has identified 6-8 Groups has 6-8 Group has some
15 6-8 specific ingredients. | ingredients. Two from ingredients with ingredients.
Two from each unit each unit section with measurements.
section with appropriate measurements.
measurements.
15 13 11.5 10
Directions Directions are clear and | Directions are clear and | Directions are somewhat | Directions are unclear
20 presented in a logical presented in a logical clear and logical. Most and/or illogical.
order. Each ingredient’s | order. Each ingredient is ingredients are Ingredients lack
purpose is explained. explained. explanation.
justified/explained.
20 17 15 13
Content and

Overall Presentation and

investment of time
10

Content and
presentation reflects an
investment of time,

Content and
presentation reflects
thought and creativity.

Content and
presentation somewhat
reflects thought and

presentation lack an
investment of time,

thought, and creativity. creativity. thought, and/or
creativity.
10 8.5 7.5 6.5

Total Score: ___ /50
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In partners answer the following questions:

2. Who were targeted groups? Why?

4 Harshest‘law-agamst zmmlgratzonf?

" 5.In'your opinion, wmch law IS the most: G
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Roger Daniels

Immigration

% Read and annotate
- Pay pcwh‘culw/
atention To focus

qm@ghoﬂ lbelow.

in the Gilded Age:
Change or Continuity?

. 4\ B .
he United States Immigration Commission, at the beginning
of its well-known 1911 report, stigmatized the so-called “new
immigrants”"—persons who came from southern and eastern

Europe, largely Italians, Jews, and Poles—as follows:

The old immigration movement was essentially one of
petmanence. The new immigration is very largely one of
individuals, a considerable proportion of whom apparently
have no intention of permanently changing their residence;
their only purpose in coming to America being to tempo-
rarily take advantage of the greater wages paid for industrial
labor in this country.(1).

The distinction had long been made by nativists and others. As
early as 1888 Lord Bryce in The American Commonwealth could
sneer that “new immigrants, politically incompetent” were easily
corruptible (2). To be sure, the nature of American immigraton
changed during the Gilded Age—as it has changed during our entire
history and as it is changing today. 'Was Gilded-Age immigration

g7 stikingly different from that which preceded it, or was it another

variation .in a continuously changing pattern! To answer that
i Aquestion, it 1§ necessary to look at the numbers of persons involved
and their origins, and to examine the sociocultural matrix in which
immigrants moved.

During the Gilded Age—defined here as the period from 1871 to
. 901-11.7 million persons are recorded as immigrating to the
United States (3). That is considerably more than the number that
immigrated to the British North American colonies and the United
States in the seventeenth, eighteenth, and the first seven decades of

the nineteenth century combined, but fewer than the 12.9 million
who came in the first fourteen years of the new century. The national
and ethnic composition of the immigrant population did change in
the Gilded Age, as it has changed throughout our history. Britons
dominated seventeenth-century migration; during the eighteenth
century large numbers of Africans (4) and Germans came; in the
period between the 1820s and the Civil War, Germans and Catholic
Irish predominated, along with a smaller but still substantial number
of Scandinavians. All of the groups named above, except for
Africans, continued to come in the Gilded-Age decades and were
joined by immigrants from eastern and southern Europe whose
previous presence had been statistically insignificant. Table 1
shows European immigration by nation/region for the three
Gilded-Age decades (5).

Those 10.6 million European immigrants represented 90 per-
cent of all immigrants. Canadians, mostly from Quebec, made up
6.7 percent, and Chinese accounted for 1.7 percent of the total, Only
in the 1890s did “new” European immigrants outnumber the “old,”
but even then they were just barely a majority. Whatis rarely noticed
is that the incidence of immigrants—the percentage of foreign-born in
the population—was remarkably constant throughout the Gilded Age
and the decades that frame it. The percentage of foreigners in the
country did not vary significantly in any of the censuses between 1860
and 1920, a period justly characterized as one of rapid change in
almost every other aspect of American life. Both the first and last of
those censuses recorded the foreign-born as 13.2 percent of the
population, while the censuses in between report percentages of
14.0, 13.3, 14.7, 13.6, and 14.7, respectively. Yet contemporaries

* perceived that the amount of immigration was overwhelming. These
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DC:Government Printing Office, 1975),1:106-07.

perceptions have been repeated by historians who have persisted in
using what I call hydraulic metaphors to describe the immigration
process. Immigrants are described as coming to the United States
in “waves,” “floods,” “torrents,” and “streams.” One does not have
to be a specialist in semiotics to understand that the habitual use of

such language tends to stigmatize immigrants as the “other,” rather -

than as the ancestors of us all (6).

But numbers, important as they are, can tell only a fragment of the
irnmigrant stoty. In my American immigration history course, in which
one emphasis is group comparison, I suggest that students use what call
the “immigrant paradigm” as a way to organize informadon. The
paradigm consists of a set of questions for discussion. These questions,
with some possible answers, are reproduced below.

1. Where did immigrants come from?

Gilded-Age immigrants came overwhelmingly from Europe, with
a steady shift toward eastern and southern Europe. Germans,
British, Irish, Scandinavians, Italians, and subjects of the Austro-
Hungarian and Russian Empires predominated.

2. Why did they leave?

Aswith most migrants in American history, perceived economic/
social advantage was the major propulsive force, although persecu-

n at home (including compulsory military service) was an impor-
cnt factor for many, especially those who were a minority group
where they lived. Students of immigration often use a “push-pull”

Source:U.S. Departmentof Commerce, Historical Statistics of the United States(Washington,

tion of comparative forces.

3. How did they get here?

The development of trans-
portation networks greatly influ-
enced Gilded-Age immigration. As railroads—and cheaper and
cheaper fares—spread through Europe, places with secure transpor-
tation to seaports multiplied. Oceanic transport changed dramat-
cally in the years just before the Gilded Age. As late as 1856 more
than 95 percent of European immigrants came to America by sail.
Less than twenty years later (1873) more than 95 percent came on
steamships. The chief transport innovation in the Gilded Age was
the development of networks of part:time ticket agents in the United
States employed by the European lines that dominated the trade. A
Polish immigrantliving in Detroit who wanted to bring over a relative
or friend could go to a store or a saloon in the ethnic community and
purchase a combination ticket from a Hamburg-Amerika Line agent
that would be delivered to the relative/friend in Krakow. Such a ticket
would provide rail transportation to Hamburg, accommodations in
Hamburg while waiting for a ship, trans-Atlantic passage, and rail travel
from New York to Detroit. While the technology was new, the end result
was similar to what had been going on at least since the Great Migration
of Puritans to New England in the seventeenth century.

4. Where did they settle?

While settlement patterns of Gilded-Age immigrant groups
varied, an increasing percentage settled in urban centers. Ever since
the census began listing the foreign-born separately in 1850, they
have been more likely to live in cities—and especially in large cities—

- than the populaton at large. Regionally, immigrants favored the
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northeastern and north central states—and by 1890, the western
states—while shunning the South (8). Ethnic groups had their own
patterns: Irish and Canadians favored New England, Italians and
Russians the middle Atlantic states, Germans the east north central
states, and Scandinavians the west north central states (9).

5, What did they do?

Because the Gilded Age was an era of expanding industrialism,
most immigrants worked at industrial jobs, usually at the unskilled
level, although workers with mechanical skills and training could
start higher up the employment ladder. Mostimmigrants had to take
the hardest, lowest paying, and most hazardous industrial employ-
ment. These unsung workers were, in historian Carl Wittke's
phrase, “we who built America,” and those who extol the achieve-
ments of industrial moguls like Andrew Carnegie ought to spend at
least a little time considering the role of workers, immigrant and
pative-born, who created the wealth that entrepreneurs amassed. It
was not just immigrant men who worked, Immigrant women and
children were much more likely to be in the labor force than those
who were native-born.

The agricultural sector, which had once included a majority of
immigrants, still attracted a minority, most often those who came
with significant resources. Even with free arable western land, which

" yas rapidly disappearing, the costs.of establishing a farm were far

)eyond the means of all but a few Gilded-Age immigrants. Even
immigrants from groups thathad been predominanty agricultural in
the decades around mid-entury, such as the Swedes, found mostly
industrial employment toward the close of the century.

6. How did they live?

Most Gilded-Age immigrants, like their predecessors, lived in
~ ethnic enclaves in both town and country whenever they could.
There they could speak their own languages, worship with
familiar rituals, and generally recreate a version of the world they
had left. The Chinese were confined in parts of cities that came
to be called Chinatowns as early as 1857 (10). In the Gilded Age,
as the Chinese moved East, Chinatowns sprangup in places such
as Butte, Montana, as well as in New York, Boston, and other
cities. But, even without the rigidity of Chinese segregation,
enclaves for Europeans developed with names like
Kleindeutschland and Little Italy.

7. In what ways did their culture change or stay the same’

~ Attempts to create familiar surroundings and to maintain old
cultures were largely doomed to failure. As the poet Stephen Vincent
Benet remarked of seventeenth-century English immigrants:

They planted England with a stubborn trust.
But the cleft dust was never English dust (11).

Language rarely persisted more than a generation or a generation

ad a half. Some food preferences continued for as long or longer,

‘but most immigrant culture succumbed to the omnipotent American
‘environment and the desire of children to “be American.”

DANIELS/IMMIGRATION

The great exception was religion, although that, too, underwent
changes. The Roman Catholic Church became very much a workers’
church in nineteenth-century America, what Jay Dolan calls an
“immigrant fortress.” While most Jewish synagogues still held their
main services on Saturdays, Sunday and Sabbath schools developed
among Reform and Conservative Jews, Similarly, Japanese Bud-
dhists adapted Protestant hymns into songs like “Buddha Loves Me,
This I Know.” One of the great clashes of cultures concerned the use
of Sunday leisure in which the “continental Sunday” of play collided
with the “English Sunday” of prayer, often enforced by blue laws.
Similar struggles concerned the use of Protestant bibles in public
schools. To be sure, many Protestant immigrants supported the
“English Sunday” and bible reading, but the struggle was generally
seen as one of “foreigners” versus “Americans.”

Each of the foregoing “answers” describe processes that were at
work long before the Gilded Age began and that have continued, with
somewhat different protagonists, to the present. Thus, continuity
rather than change seems to predominate. But an examination of
immigration policy shows an entirely different pattern. While some
Americans wanted to regulate and lessen immigration even in the
grossly underpopulated colonial era~so much so that a serious
nativist or anti-immigrant political movement had developed before
the Civil War—only in the Gilded Age did the American government
begin to restrict free immigration (12).

Restriction began with an ineffective 1875 statute aimed at
Chinese women (13). The first effective statute was the Chinese
Exclusion Act of 1882, which did not bar all Chinese immigrants but
only Chinese laborers (14), At the time there were only about
125,000 Chinese of all kinds in the United States, the majority of
them in California.

The Chinese Exclusion Act was the hinge on which immigration
policy turned. Within a few years America's once free and unre-
stricted immigration policy had been modified in a number of ways.
Immigrants had to pay a small fee to enter, contract labor was
forbidden, and the barred category was widened to include persons
with certain physical and mental disabilities, those with criminal
records, and polygamists. (The latter target comprised Mormons, not
Muslims.) None of these provisions kept many persons other than
Chinese out. The general purpose of government policy was still to
bring more people in, not keep them out, This was symbolized by
the creation of the immigration station on Ellis Island, which opened
in 1892. In the previous year Congress had created the first
immigration bureaucracy headed by a superintendent of immigration
who supervised twenty-seven subordinates. By 1906 his successor
had a staff of 1,600 (15).

This bureaucracy, often headed by former trade-union officials
such as Terrence V. Powderly, was imbued from the beginning with
a strong animus against immigrants. Apart from the barring of most
Chinese, nativists did not win other major victories in the Gilded
Age. Their most effective organization, the elite Immigration
Restriction League, founded by Harvard graduates in 1894, managed
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“They told us that in
America the streets were
paved with gold. When
we got here we saw that
they weren'’t paved at all.
Then they told us that we
had to pave them!”

.~ et its pet bill, a literacy test for immigrants, through Congress in
*_.J7. But President Grover Cleveland vetoed the bill. A congres-
sional blockage apparendy stagemanaged by William McKinley's
administration killed similar legislation. The literacy test was vetoed
‘by William Howard Taft in 1913, by Woodrow Wilson in 1915, and
enacted over a second Wilson veto in 1917 (16).

What conclusions are to be drawn from this brief summary? It
seems to me that both continuity and change have prevailed and that
it is time to discard the “old-new” dichotomy which suggests
otherwise. Its continued use today can only cause confusion. If
Italians, Eastern European Jews, Poles, and others who first came to
America in significant numbers in the late nineteenth century are
“new immigrants,” what are we to call the Asians and latin
Americans who dominate contemporary immigration?  Should we
emulate our colleagues in the Modern Language Association and call
them “post-riew immigrants"? 1hope not. I would argue that, from
our earliest history, most free immigrants have been persons who
wanted to come to America to better themselves, and that a minority
of them have been persons who were fleeing some kind of persecu-
ton. As transportation and political conditions changed, so did the
sources of immigration. What has changed has not been the
immigrant but the nature of both America and the rest of the world.

A more appropriate system of nomenclature would place immi-
. grants in the appropriate era and speak of immigrants as those of the
colonial era, of the agricultural era, of the industrial era, and those
who have come in what some call “postindustrial America.” An-

2r schema, for the era of restriction that began in 1882, would be
to speak of an era of increasing restriction, 1882-1924; an era of
severe restriction, 1924-1952; an era of relaxing restricdon, 1952-

24 OAH MAaGAzINE oF HisToRY * SUMMER 1999

1980; and the present era, as yet nameless, which David Reimers
describes as a “turn against immigration” (17). Q

Endnotes

1. United States Immigration Commission, Reports of the Immigra-
tion Commission (Washington, DC: Government Printing
Office, 1991), 1:24.

2. James Bryce, The American Commonwealth, 2 vols. (New York:
MacMillan, 1889), 2:473.

3. U.S. Department of Commerce, Historical Statistics of the United
States (Washington, DC: Government Printing Office, 1975),
1:106. This volume is the source for all subsequent statistics not
otherwise ascribed. Except for the Chinese after 1882, illegal
immigration was statistically insignificant in the Gilded Age, but
many immigrants crossing the land borders were simply not
recorded. The Canadian border was more significant.

4. Some object to considering Africans, who were almost all enslaved
persons, being counted as immigrants, but no one objects to
using the term for the large number of Europeans who came as
semifree indentured servants.

5. For this period the immigration statistics are based on a fiscal year
ending 30 June, so the table really covers 1 July 1870 to 30 June
1901. For Gilded-Age data this makes litde difference, but in
1914, for example (really 1 July 1913 to 30 June 1914), it masks
the effects of World War I on immigration.

6. The stigmatization of strangers is all but universal. For example,
the Organizer-General of Jamaica’s Afro-West Indian League
insisted that Asian Indians, even those born on the island,
should not be called Jamaicans “in the same way that a chicken
hatched in an oven cannot be called a bread.” Jamaica Times,
3 February 1950, as cited in Howard Johnson, ed., After the
Crossing: Immigrants and Minorities in Caribbean Creole
Society (Totowa, NJ: F. Cass, 1988).

7. An ltalian-American folk saying goes something like this: “They
told us that in America the streets were paved with gold. When
we got here we saw that they weren't paved at all. Then they told
us that we had to pave them!”

8. The regional index of immigrants (that is, percentage of foreign-
born population/percentage of population) was as follows:

1870 1890
Northeastern 1.5 1.5
North Central 1.3 1.3
Southern 0.2 0.2 -
Western 0.7 1.5

Source: David Ward, Cities and Immigrants: A Geography of
Change in Modern America (New York: Oxford University
Press, 1971), Table 2-3, 60.

9. Ibid., Tables 2-5 and 2.6, 67, 72.

10. The first use recorded in the Oxford English Dictionary comes
from the Butte Record of Oroville in California’s “mother lode”
country for 31 January 1857, which told its readers in a story about
a New Year's celebration that “Chinatown was wild with joy.”
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REFORM AND

THE TRIANGLE SHIRTWAIST COMPANY FIRE

Hadley Davis

Hadley Dévis isa Senior. at The Univeratty of Pemnsylvania. This psper was don¢ for Dr. Alan Proctor at Milton Academy,
during her Junior Year, 1987/1988, and was st published in the Fall 1988 issue of the joumal,

- On March 25, 1911; a terrible tragedy struck New Yerk City, a horrifying fire, claiming scores of

t lives at'the Triangle Shirtwaist Coumpany. But the 146 peaple who perished in the fire did not die in

vain.[1] Their-deaths-sparked a nev flame in New York City: The pleas of the working class for

+ better factory conditions, long ignored, were finally heard afier the Triangle deaths, For those deaths

‘stimulated 2 guilty concerm.over the siate of factory safetypacontem which-called:for-actions for.

#chaiige. And so out of the ashes of the Triangle victims a Factory Investigating Commission was
built, a Commission which over 2 poriod of four years examined thousands of industrial
establishments, lstened to hundreds of witnesses, held public hearings, and fimally pushed through

"

the legislation needed to reorganize (k

safer factories for the working class, [z}

When Frances Peﬂcins, a member of
and factories of the clothing industry

1 New York City labor and fire departments, and to insure

the Factory Investigating Cormmission dubbed the wotkshops
virtual "fire and death traps,” she was not exaggerating.[3] And

the fire which began in Washingtor. Square at 4:40 on Saturday alternoon, March 25, 191 1, inside

the Asche Building—where the Triangle Shirtwwaist Companty and its 500 amployees occupied the
eighth, ninth and tenth floors--was her testimony., :

“The canse of the fire was unknovwn but suddenly people on the cighth floor of the Triang] ol

Company began to cry "fire,” and according to one surviver, flames seerned simply "to push up from

wider tables."[4] The eighth floor of

the factory (like all the floors in Triangle) was overcrowded,

and the sewing machine tables rene crammed so close together that there was little aisle space in

aps of the fimisy fabric and papér patierns used to make the-

. shirtwaists lay scattered everywhere mnd caught fire quickly, onty aiding the spread of the flames.[6]
Those on the eighth floor who were able to make an escape rushed to the stairway or pushed their .

way into one of the two narrow passs

mger clevators.[7] But within wndnutes, the entire floor became 2
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* "mass of ﬂames."[é] The girls: vfeip&: et at the stairs by the blaze.[9] Iﬁé"e'levatdr ceased to '
~ functionTrian S -

. “The elevator never even reached the ninth flodr, the biggest "firs and death trap.”[11] The ninth
- floot was the last to learn of the fire. On the tenth where the offices were located, a phone call of
‘warning was received and.employecs climbed onto the roof and managed to escape.[12] However,
on the ninth, the most crowded floor, fire simply mstantancously appeared. Many jumped on
machine tables.[13] Others, their dresses on fire, ran to the windows, preferring to Jjump rather than.
be burned to death.[14] Some wers caught s0 unaware that later firemen found "skeletons bending
over sewing machines, "dnd fifty-sight girls frozen dead in the dressing Toom.{15] The people on
nine who had the time to escape were, nevertheless, Just as trapped: the door to the ninth floor was

- .. locked (ta keep the girls from stealing cloth during the day); the passenger elevators never came; and

the one fire escape that_,t‘hé building possessed quickly collapsed. [16] Desperate and with nowhere to
turn, more Triangle workers dove off window ledges. ’ :

The scene outside this snare of flames was also characterized by death, as the crowd which had
gathered in Washington Square watched dozens of gitls hang from the building's windows and fall
some eighty feet to the pavement.[17] They watched as Sophie Salami and Della Costello leapt, arms
around each other, from the ninth floor; as a thirteen-year-old girl held on with her fingertips for o
three minutes until fire burned her fingers and she fell; as girls prayed and covered their eyes with
rags before they jumped—sometimes as many as five at a time,:"fire streaming back from their hair¢
<and dresses," and Ianded,'-<"thud---.c'ﬁead’&«‘..oxg;,th?,.Payment,ﬂ;&}i "Cn the sidewalk lay heaps.of broken:

Carts EETLN

“bodies.![19] Only'a Tow of thesii were injured--most were dead and many unrecognizable.[20]

- According to the New York Times, "The firemen had trouble bringing their apparatus info position
because of the bodies which strewsd the pavement and sidewalks."[21] The bodies, said fireman
- Frank Rubino, "were hitting us all around. "[22] But there was littlc help the firemen could offer the
falling girls #Their laddéts were not tall eriough fo reach the thrée top floors of the building” and the -
life nets they had were"of 1o usei[23] For, Battalion Chief Edward JT. Worth explained, the girls
came down with such force that they "went right through the life nets, pavement, and all."[24] The
firemen could only drag the dead bodies away and later use pulleys to rernove one blackened body
after another from the building’s remuains. [25] The New York Times reported the morning afier the
fire that "two girls, charred beyond all hope of identification, were found in the smoking ruins with
their arms clasped around each other's necks."[26] . :

It was this, the drama of the tragedy, which was powerful and pdignamt enough to reach the public of
- New York and make them stop to consider their factories—that they were unsafe, that they were “fire’
traps.” S

Newspaper reporter Bill Shepherd waz one who as a result of the fire pawsed to reflect: "T looked
upon the heap of dead bodies and 1 remerabersd these girls were shirtwaist makers. I remembered
their great strike last vear in which the satue girls had demanded more sanitary conditions and more

safety precautions in the shops. These dead bodies were the answer,"[27]

On November 24, 1909, 1800 waistmakers, mcluding the worksrs of the Triangle Shirtwaist I
Company, went on strike as members of the Garment Workers' Union.[28] However, the

shirtmakers' demands, unlocked doors and sufficient fire ¢scapes unong them, were never met.[29]
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Rather, Triangle management responded by locking ot its 560 sivikers and by advéﬁisimg for ‘
replacements.[30]:IE the union had Won, "™ explained 1909 Triangle Shirtwaist Company striker Rose
Safran, .

_ : qirate fics, escapes and-fors
o the stieet. But the b lefeated us and we didn't get s
¢ five escapes: Soous fidhds iire dead. 31

4]

At the public funeral for the Teiangle victims, the garmwent workers marthed under one banner’TWe- 3

demand fire protection."[32FThis time they would be heard: numerous citizens ranging from
businessmen to suflragists, from priests to East Side workers, met and spoke in the weeks and
months following the conflagration.{33] Through these people the conscience of the city emerged.
They aired a sense of public guilt and gentine concern over conditions in factories, conditions which
they realized no one had previously taken enough responsibility. for.[34]

The committee on public affairs, insurance and fire regulations of the New York Board of Trade, the
Merchants' Association, the Public Safety Committee of the Federation of Women's Clubs, the

' Chamber of Commerce of New YVork, the Collegiate E.qual Suffrage Leagne, the Executive. .
Commitiee of the Architectural I.eague, the Board of Directors of the United Cloak, Suit and Skirt
Manufacturers of New York, the Association for Improving the Condition of the Poor, and the
employer's welfare section of the Wational Civic Federation, all immediately held special meetings in
the week following the fire, meetings in which a shared responsibility for the catastrophe was
expressed.[35] C.W. Phillips, assemiblyman at the National Civic Federation's Mecting, remorsefully
stated that New York State, atthough an industrial state with thousands of factories, "has 75 game
protectors in its Department of Game, but only 50 human proteciors in its Department of
Labor."[36] At the Calvary Baptist Church, the Reverend Dr. R.8. MacArthur spoke of a further
responsibility, the responsibility of the employer. He said that employers should be responsible for
"making proper exits,” and shonld be concerned for *...the lives of those under their employ. "[37]
"We are responsible,” asserted Dr, Amna Shaw at the gathering of the Collegiate Equal Suffrage
League. "As I read the terrible story of the fire," she divulged, , :

"T asked 'Am I my sister's keeper 7' For the Lord said to me, 'Where is thy sister?' And
bowed my head and said 7T arn responsible.’ Yes every man and woman in this city is
responsible.. you men...are responsible. As voters, it was your business... There was a -
time when a womnan worked in the honie...all that has changed. Wow she can no longer
regulate her own conditions. She had been left.. food for the flarnes, "[38]

The consensus amongst the people of New York was that this responsibility’ did have to be assumed
by ali, but that there had been enough talk. The worker needed to be protecied, and a course of
action needed to be decided upon. Anne Morgan (J.P. Morgan's nisce) rented out the Metropolitan

- Opera House, on behalf of the Womnen's Trade Union League, for the ovening of April 2nid, in hopos
that the night would be a public assembly bringing together peopl from different segments of society
who felt the need to unite towards a commeon goab-reform.[39] At the Met, workers, most of them
East Side immigrants, packed the baloonies, and distinguished members of society filled the orchestra
scats.[40] The panel on stage was composed of prestigious leaders of the cormunity, church, charity

h
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anc& cxovenunent {41] But it was Rose Schneiderman, who had been a leader in thc strike at Tnamgle

. twaq years before,; who set the tone of the evening:!"This is not t]‘ue. first time. gitls have been burned *
aﬁv&hﬂnséﬂ Lhe F 3511181(1@3& lt@hl ihe aludmncc ’

"The meaning of the hour," cﬂqnﬁ‘mm_d Rabbi Stephen 5. Wtsu that mghxt Mg that the life of the
lowliest worker i in the nation is sacred and inviolable.. “'[43] To protect the tife of this worker, a
resolution was made at the Met, a resolution which called for the inventicn of a Bureau of Fire
Prevention, and the addition Of mare fire and factory inspectors in the state.[44]

_ The first step tow ards this burc.m was a twemy -five member commitiee to improve safety in working
places which was established inimediately after the Met meeting.}45] Its mnembers included respected
New Yorkers Anne Morgan, Frances Perkins, and Henty L. Stitnson.[46] The nine-member
commission, chaired by state senators Robert W. Wagner and Alfred E. »rmth, would from 1911 to
1919 serve not only as a bureau of fire prevention, investigating tire' safety in factories and eventually
getting legislation passed which weuld prevent fire-related disasters in the future ,[47] but also as a
bureau on other kinds of factory safety, concerned with the health and weélfare of workers in
general.[48] "It was the aim of the commission to devote itself to a consideration of measures. that

. had for their purpose the conservation of human life."[49]

The Commission took its job seriously. Within the firgt Vpar of its work alone, it inspected 1 836
industrial establishments in New Yaork and heard a total of 222 witnesses. [5G] Throughout thL>
process, it held hearings before the New York legislature and proposed new laws or
amendments.[51] The legislature int turn enacted remedial legislation. The four-year term of the
commission is, in fact, commonly acknowledged as "the golden era in remedial factory

legislation."[52] The labor laws passed between 1911 and 1919 cotrespond to the Comxmssxoms
ﬁmdmgm--when the Commission discovered a problem, change ensized.

The Commission. wa° told of ] riangle: $Therd 8 no qlw'tlon that e’ émergency. exits from thes

vbuxtldimg were fo@hsh]ry madlequ'l tc-: Y[53] Fire Marshall Beers adde d,"T cary show Yyou.150.1ofts

rse than this.one,N[54] At least 14 industrial buildings in New York Cltv were found
with no ﬁre escapes at all{SS] Furthc‘r in the "I'nangle fire, the criwding on floors contributed to the

number of tives loét.[56] According to Fire Chief Crocker, "The 6 Vercrowding. of these loft buildings

f 7 ];ﬁEventua]ka--zgsenev oficorrective acts was passed. These laws specified that
EEET o} f actores there’ must be two'exits por floor; oné of these a staircase

and anothet aninterior or #

.- exterior enclosed fire escape[5 $1If thearea of thc‘ﬂom X6 5 000. square Teet, ani extra emt y

.’WhJCh Imuted the n‘:
workers EH
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it 1912, legislation was eriaoidd requiring the installation of an antomaiis Sprnkiss system in £actory s
thuildings over seven stories high with-mo¥e thian 200 people empiloyed above the seventh floor.[62]
£, n had previotisly reporiéd io the Commniissionthat although an automatict.
prinkier system would have cost s Asche Building. $5,000;4t was his-belief thatno life would have
been lost in the Triangle Shirtwaiit Company fire had, one been. installed.f63] Similatly, it was agrecd
that the lack of a fire drill at Triangle caused panic when fire broke out.[64] And undoubtedly, at
Triangle, where fire swept through the building without warning, a fire alarm would have insured an
carlier detection of fire, and an carlier escape. Consequently, an addition to the labor law called for a
fire drill at least every three raonths, and the instaflation of a fire alarm signal system in any factory
building over two stories high, employing 25 persons above the ground floor. [65] Also, during the
Triangle fire, scraps of fabric and paper cuttings which lay in heaps, covering the floor and tables,
fed the spread of the blaze.[66] Hence, a new law ordered thai all waste in factories (e.g. cuttings)
must be deposited into fireproof receptacles, and that no such waste be allowed to accumulate on the
floor.[67] Thirty bodies were discovered in the shirtwaist compary's open elevator shafts after the
conflagration, and so the New York legislature in July of 1911 dictated that all elevator shafts in all -
city buildings must be enclosed.[68] ‘ : ‘

Safety hazards unrelated to fire safsty were also unveiled in the F actory Investigation Commission's
probes. The Commission found waorking children, lead poisoning and industrial accidents, and
insufficient ventilation and toilets in factories.[69] In response, child labor reforms were passed
limifing the number of work howrs for minors and prohibiting the operation of dangerous machinery
by those under the age of 16.[70] Further, all industrial accidents and poisonings were required to be
reported to the state.[71] Finally, "suitable and proper” ventilation and washrooms were made
compulsory by law.[72] : ' ‘

But all the legislation was useless unless the New York State government could sufficiently contimie
to investigate conditions after the Commission's time was completed, and regulate and enforce the
law. At the meeting at the Met in April of 1911, ER.A. Seligman, a professor at Columbia
University, referred to the city's administration: as "impotent,” and the truth was that the
administration did, in fact, feel impotent.[73] The State of New York Building Superintendent
complained to the Commission of an inadequate force of mspectors, and the fire commission's lack
of power to enforce preventive measures. [74] The legislature increased the administration's
mfluence. It dispensed a force of 1235 inspectors to the labor department which had previously tried
to combat violations in over 50,000 buildings in Manhéttan' slone with a mere 47 inspectors.[75] It
also reorganized the labor departmemt—muﬂiﬁad the power and duiies of the department of labor,
statsufficiently continue to investigaic conditions after the Comrmission's time was completed, and
regulate and enforce the law. At the meeting at the Met in April of 1911, ER.A. Seligman, a
professor at Columbia University, referred to the city's adminisiration, as "impotent," and the truth
was that the administration did, in fact, feel impotent.[73] The State of New York Building
Superintendent complained to the Commission of an inadequate force of inspectors, and the

The F actory Investigation Commission was successful. Not only did it manage to see passed a sheaf
of legislation "the likes of which have never been seen i any four scssions of any state legistature, "

- - kI T
but it insured that the State of New Y ork would never again be "lax" in regard to s,aféty in
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factories.[78] The change only came about through perseverance--the perseverance of the living, of )
* the public who rallied together, of the Commission who followed through. And in the end, the '
actions of those whom Commisgion member Frances Perkins called "peaple in penitence," the living
who knew that they had neglecfls;d action for too long, "brought about...laws which make New York
 State to this day. the best in relation i«ai_fa_ctpry laws."[79] 3 ‘

During their strike.in 1909, the Wc'ni;lvigz‘m;zfs. at the Triangle Shirtwaist Company probably sang this
pepular and optimistic' Garmient -‘W@ﬂ(ﬁ;r‘s’ Usiion song: : ‘

- Hail ;Ihg;waisfth};iliérsv}}dfgrﬁnmzccn' 1iine:f
< Breaking the poyyer. of those:who reigng
¢ Bointing the way, smashing the: chain:

. We:showed the. world that,.s_v'uirnen could fight. &
<-And we rose and won with women's. might {807

Their strike in 1909 was not successlul, but the Triangle waistmakers still "won." By 1914, the law,
not factory owners, reigned in the garment industry, and in the manufacturing buildings of New

- York. Although they had died for their cause, the victims of the Triangle Shirtwaist Company fire
had pointed the way towards a safer future for the working class. '
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